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The veil is rent, rent too by priefil'y bands, 

T hat hides divinity from mortal eyer; 

And all the myfteries to faith pr 'dy 

Inſulted and traduced, are cat ofide 

As uſeleſs, to the moles and to the bats. 

They now are deem'd the faithful, and are prais'd, 

Who, conſtant only in rej« ting thee, 
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THE INTRODUCTION 
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A CELEBRATED Artif being aſked why he be- 
towed fo much time and pains in fhniſhing a certain 


piece of painting, anſwered, * I paint tor etermty.” 
Could I now write for eternity, it would be the happi- 
eſt thing imaginable. - Not that 1 dare expect a large 
ſhare of preſent applauſe, or attempt to purchaſe im- 
mortality among thoſe who are honoured with a place 
in the temple of Fame. It were yanity to hope for the 
one, and preſumption to enroll myſelf a candidate for 
the other. And yet there is an immortality to which 
I may not only aſpire with innocence, but for which 1 
ſhould figh witt all the ardour of hope, 2nd all the pal- 
pitating anxieties of ambition—3t is that of hearing 
at laſt, * Well done theu good and faithful ſervant ; en- 
ter thou into the joy of<hy Lord.” 


I fee] every poſlible folicituce in attempting theſe 
ſtriftures. To be faithful, and yer tobe temperate ; to 
expoſe the author's errors, and to feel no undue bias, 
ws the dificulty. Did I feel no perſonal attachment to 
the author himſelf, and many more, dear to my heart, 
who are equally involved with him in thoſe errors ; cr 
had he fimply announced his own opinions, without at- 
tempting to fix a brand of infamy on thoſe of others, 
and infinuate fo groisly as he does, refpeQing the reli- 
g1on of all who cdifter from him in ſentiment, the ta": 
would be comparatively light. Feeling as 1 do, every 
ſentiment of reſpect and friendſhip for him and others 
of the fame opinion ; and recalling a thouſand pleaſing 
(ſcenes of paſt intercourſe, but not infenfible to the im- 
preſſion of injury, my confti& is between tenderneſs and 
indignation ; between the emotions of a friend, and 


the jolt reſentment of an antagoniſt, To repel the il- 
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liberai anc inſulting attack which he makes upon our 
Confeſhon of Faith, as well as upon the motives and 
perſonal piety of its compilers and adherents, without 
the feverity of retort ; to unravel the ſophiſtries of the 
publication, without wounding the hand that wrought 
?hem ; to witneſs the many trifliug conceits and puc- 
Tile criticiims which occur, without a ſmile of con- 
tempt z 1n one word, to animadvert upon errors fo fa- 
tal and glaring, without attempting to chaſtiſe the te- 
merity af the man who propagates them, will be no ca- 


iy talk. 


Nor are theſe the only. difficulties with which I have 
ta contend. "Too often/it happens, when we enter up- 
on controverly, that ** we know not what manner of 
ipirit we are of,” and conſequently are very incompe- 
tent judges of the ſprings of action, withia us, or the 


afpe&t of our conduct toward '; ole. whom we oppolge, 
A fondneſs for ſome favgurite .theory, is miſtaken For- 


the love of truth ; zeal for the intereſts of -a party, is 
daptized with-the venerable name of a zeal for the glo- 


ry of God ; down+right il-nature palſes for honeſt in-' 
dignation againſt error ; -and the bitterneſs of ſarcalm, 


:3 thought tobe the very foal of temperance, and the 
tweetneſs of piety. 


Conſidering, therefore, the 9" of our nature, and 
the poſlibility of erring, where molt we thought. to act 
with propriety, I think it beſt to promiſe nothing, bur 
caſt myſelf upon the proteQion and guidance of Hea- 
ven, and repoſe upon the candour and generolity of the 
publick to bear with my weakneſs, pity my 1nvolunta- 
Ty errors;”and pay more attention'to the very interelt- 
ing ſubjeRs diſcuſſed, than to the manner of dilcuthon, 


' From Mr. Stone, I beg to be forgiven, if in ſome in- 
| Rances I appear to uſe to9 much {cyericy. For though 
[ muſt mention his errors with uareſerved plainnels, and. 
yarn him of their da1gerons tenlency, I would not 


_ villingly-wound his feeluugs, Aud nothing would by. 
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more fo-thing to my heart, than to hold an intereſt'in 
his friendſhip, while employed in the invidious work of 
enpadng notions which have long been the objes. of 
fond reſearch and dilligent propagation, unleis it were 
that of being made igſtrumental in his re-converhon to 


truth. 


. 

Aa apology to the publick for appealing fo frequents 
ly to the originil lanzrage of Scripture, as I ſhall be 
compelled to do in this work, | 4hink indiſpenſible. 
Had not Mr. Stone and his partiſans, attempted to un- 
dermine the confidence of the people, in our tranſlation, 
Iſhould really bluſh 6 reſt an appeal where a large majo» 
riv of my readers cannot folgw my, or judge of the cor- 
reAtneſs 6f my obſervations. *<Ptough occathons may 
offer, when appeals of this nature mzy not only be pro» 
per, wut abtokute netcifiry ; vet, : nerallyy they troyvld 4 
be regarded as the wretched cefoulte of ejlne(s, to avs: 
rive atnotice, or the inſidious wriifice of 'errory t9.imws 


pole on the-ertdtflity of mriticant:” 4149: wort 


There are indeed ſome places in fcripture, which are 
not {o- happily tranſlated ; yet every perton that has ta- 
ken the leaſt care to be informed, knows that theſe 1n- 
accuracies never affect a ſingle doQrine of religion, 
and are more properly the objects of criticiſm, than 
matters of faith, When it is conſidered, that there 1s _ 
ſuch an exaRt correſpondence between our tranſlation 
and thoſe made in all other languages, and that men of. 
the moſt profound erudition have not only acquieſced 
an it, as fufkciently correct for general uſe, but even. 
admired it for being the molt literal and ſublime that 
has ever been made; it would appear more like infult- 
ing arrogance, or fottiſh ſelf-ſufficiency, than critical 
ability, in a writer of our latitude, to arraign and con- 
demn it. Though I have ſpent ſome time and pains, 
in making myſelf acquainted with the. languages, in -, 
which the ſcriptures were originally written ; L do nog 
{olicit the attention of the. world, to any thing I.may 
advance, or found my plea of credibility upon the mer. 


Ti 


:& of my own qualifications, of which I feel no diſpok- 
tion to boaſt, but upon the authority of a large number 
of - the beſt - authors, to whom I have had acceſs. 
As Mr. Stone entitles his book © Atonement,” — 
I-do not think myſelf, obliged to- take particular no- 
tice of other ſubjects, which he has ſo unfairly dragged 
into view, under every featyre of diſtortion, and exag- 
geration; It will therefore happen that I ſhall paſs 0- 
ver ſeveral . ſections without. notice ; not} becauſe IL 
think his arguments formidable, but becauſe his title 
does not imply thele fubjets, and becauſe they will 
meet with an an[lwer in other publications, which have 
juſt been made. With the beſt will imaginable, the 
author has aimed at giving a ludicrous, and horrid pic- 
ture, of our confefliun, but he ought to know that the 
faireſt face, may be made either hideous, or ridiculous, 
at pleaſure by a falſe cover, or colouring; and I am. 
apt to think that the venerable gentleman himſu]f,. 
would alternately, excite laughter or horror, were he 
drefled out in a Foolscap, or an Indian viſor. 
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TR. STONE denies very poſitively, 
the exiſtence of any covenantmade 
with Adam, and ſeems to poſſeſs a'triumph, when he al- 
ſerts, that none of the Synods, General Aﬀemblies, or 
Aſſociations of Europe or America, have ever been a- 
ble to produce a ſingle paſſage in proof of fuch a cove- 
nant. Had he caſt his eye upon the confeſſion of the Pret- 
byterian'Church in America, (without taking the* tour 
of Europe) he would have ſeen'a number of very-per- 
tinent texts, adduced in ſupport 'of the DoQrine, It 


is in-deed ſtrange, that a man who * profeſſes ſo very ac- 
curate a knowledge of our confeffion, preached ſeveral 


years, under ' its government, and has now written to 
warn the world againſt its ſuppoſederrors; ſhould almoſt 
in the firſt page make an affertion ſo palpably erroneous, - 
as to impel his reader, either to ſuſpect his-honeſty, or 
charge him with ignorance. The” 1 am unwilling to 
ſuſpe&t Mr. Stone's veracity, yet I cannot aveid cenſu- 
ring him for -making ſo violent, and Hliberal an attack, 
upon a book with which he ſeems ſo little acquainted. 

He tells us in the midſt of this imaginary triumph, 
that * he leaves the DoQrine to Syſtematics,” But does 
he indeed mean 10 fneer at Syſtem, and ridicule; order. 
con neQtion, and conſiſtency ? Syſtem is ' the foul "of 
the univetſe, By Syſtem was it'framed, and by m 
its parts hang together. Banifh ſtem and you bring 
back the reign of chaos, and the corflidt of oppoſing ele- 
ments. .Baniſh ſyſtem from revealed Religion, and you 
will ſurrender the plea of analogy, employed in proof of 
its divine origin, 


"SeCtion I. 


 poſleſs nothing, of it; the defect wil 
tence. * Like the baſeleſs Tabric 
diſſolve into thin air,” at the firſt waft of ſome oppo- 
ſer's wand, 


-tal article of religion, w 


- fingle text to ſupport it, Pardon our credulity, my dear 


venant in the (cripture ſenſe 


Ts] 


Tf the doftrines of the Bible, are not reducible :« 


Hſtematic form, and ſuſceptible of jult; and proportion. 


cd arrangement ; if they want confſtency, and harmo- 
ny of parts, and cannot be brought to hang togethe: 
with oder. and exatneſs ; there It every realtor: 
to rejet them, as wanting the impreſs of Divinity, be- 
cauſe all the works of God, carry the ſtrongeſt marks of 
regularity, and harmony, _ A little attention to ſyſtem, 
would certainly do Mr. Stone no harm. If his book 
atal ro-1ts exil- 
a vition, it wall 


Mr. Stone afſeAs much aſtontfhment at the credulity 
of the world, in receiving this doQrine 2s a fandamen- 
h (as be Jays) there is not a 


fir, and repreſs your aſtoniſhment, while 1 quote ſome 


_ (as we ſappoſe) very pointed Scriptures, in proof of 
the doflangene" Bux bf the ares kabwledas of goo! 


and evil, thou ſbalt-not cas of it; for.in the day thou 
teſt thereof thow ſhalt furely te. And the 2a. \s 
faith : but the man that doeth them, fhall live in 


not of 


. them. Moſes deſcribeth- the righteouſneſs which is 


of the law, that the man which doeth the ſe things, ſbal! 
live by them. For as many as ate of the works'of the 
law, are under the curſe : for it is written, Curſed is 


every one that contiugeth pot in ull- things which axe 


written in the book of the law to do them,”* That 
conſtitution Which threatens 2 curſe in caſe of 


” o 


diſobedience, and promies iſe apen obedience, is 2 £0- 

cr) the word, - Call it a 
law, and full- that law is denominated a coverant.— 
« And the. Lord faid unto Moſes, 'write thou theſe 


" words ; for after the tenorof theſe worts 1 have mage 


—— | 


_ Gen, it, IT, Gal.yiu, 12, Rom, ©. 5. Cal. in 19. 
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a covenant with thee, and with Ifrael. And he was 
there with the Lord forty days and forty nights ; he 
did neitebr cxt bread, nor drink water; and wrote upon 
the table, the words of the covenant, theten command- 
ments. But they, lice mer, have tranſgreficd the co- 
venant—W hich things are an allegory : for theſe are 
the two covenants ; the one from Mount Sinat, which 
gendereth to bondage— The Lord gave me the two 
tables of Rhone, even the tables of the covenanis—And 
the two tables of the covenant were in my hands— I he 
Lord ſhall ſeparates him unto evil, out of all the tribes of 
Iſracl, according to all the curſes of the covenant, that 
are written in this book-of the law, ”® 


This is evidently the dofArine of St. Paul, in Roms 
V. 12—241, and 3 Cor. xv. 21—45 : where, though the 
word covenans is not nentioned, the thin nm ſub ance 
a clearly ated. Adam is deicribec in hole paſſages, 
as ihe reprefentative of bis pollerity, and in that cha- 
racter, invelvingthem in kn and death, by his violation 
of the origital law, under which he was placed. . Whar 
makes if wndeniable, that he was x reprefentative in co- 
venant, is, that he was called the © hgure of tim that 
was to come,” and Chriſt is. denominated. ** the latt 
Adam.” Now, if God made a covenznt with the 1laft 
Atam, in whon life is regaivc:, as we know he did. 
the infererice 1s fair, that he made 2 covenant with the 
frſt Adam, in whom life had been lot. + 


If God's law; delivered upon Mouat' Sinai, wag/his 
covenant, made with Moles, and IHirael, why was not 
his law, given 66 Adam, his covemant too? or will any 
one pretend toalledge, that the one was differ ent fromthe: 


” 
” Enxnvd. z«xiv. 27, 23. Hoſes vi. 77 Gal. iv. 24; Dev:. 
iT. LI hs 15, Ieut. EELL,. T7, 


TIE, lzxais. 3 Tet. ati. © Hob. x. $%o 77. 


[to } 


other, though death reigned alike through both, anl fn, 
lay heavy upon the world, whtire there was nb direQ, 
or oltenlible imputation of it, by a written law?® [ 
would be glad to know upon whit »ther principle, than 
that of repreſentation, or Atam's bring a covenant 
head; and repreſentative, it is, t jat his poſterity have 
ſhared ſo deeply in the fat eFeQts of his fall? Why ds 
thouſands of our race, at this momen?t, wh have never 
fianed perfountly, writhe in pain, and gaſp if death, if 
they have no relation to Adam as a head, and have ao 
cancern in the law by which he was governed? 


Sea. 23. The next doQrine arraigned by Mr. Stone, 
is, that which aſſerts there is wrath in Deity. Herea- 
ſans thus ; What God is, he is eterni'ly, indnitely, and 
u»changeably ; but God it love ; theref-3-, God is eter- 
nal, infinite, and unchangeable love. This argument 
excludes wrath from Deity. But if wrath be in God, 
it mult be an attribute of his nature; and if an attri- 
bute, it muſt be eternal, infinite nd uhchangeable ; then 

_ it would follow, he thinks, that two infinite; eternal, 
and unchangeable principles, are 1n God, coatraty to 
one another —lovre and wrath — hich 's abfurd. 


By the ſame logic I can prove, that in God there is 
no love: What God is, be is 1iftrnitely, eternally, and 
uwnchangeably ; but he is (aid in Scrivture, (+ have 
wrath ; therefore God is infinite, eterrifal, and immu- 
table wrath ; ſuch a dilemma leaves no place for love, 
311 the Deny : or 1 me Pp Sedd wt, \ IJ be wine wi tho , 
bote, everlaſting, Infivite, and immutable; and of 
courſe it will happen that there can exilt, two infinite, 
everlaſtinz, and immutable, principles in God cont-ary 
to oncanuther, wrath, and love, which would be ablucd. 


The point of fatlacy, in this reaſoning, may be de 


, Rom. v. 13, 14. n : : 
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teed, by obſerving that more is aſſumed in the conclu- 
ſton, x dx is contained in the premifes. In the premi- 


ſes it 4s only alerted that is infinite, eternal, 
and unchangeable love ; but the concluſion Rates, that 
there is no wrath in hin ; whereas, wrath is not pla- 
ced inthe premiſes. The ſecond ditemma is falſe, be- 
cavic it turhs on this aſſumed, and gratwrous pohtion, 
that "love and wrath, arc adverſe, and contrary quali 


tes which had not been proven. 


Another afgument on which the author ſeems to re- 
ly; is that there can be no wrath mm the Deity, becruſe 
when we arc renewed, we fee! wrath dyimngin us If 
the writer mean, that fenfe of juſtice, which the uprig't 
jadge poſſeſſes, and employs ir bus adjadicition, the re- 
newsl of our nature, by no means vanrh 's that ; but 
rather increaſes, and eltavliſh + it, and I conceive that 
principle in the judge, is ſome ſhadow of wrath 1i-Dei- 
ty : but if be mean the vunireaſ,nable, and fooliſh pathon 
of wrath in man, bis reaſaning is jut as go09, as if he 
had ſaid, becauſe we fee! fin dying in us, after conver. + 
ſion ; therefore, there is no fin in God. 


When Mr. Stone comes to tell us plainly what he 
means by that wrath, wivch he has been proving, 1s 
not in God, it comes out to be the wrath, or anger of 
men. If this be really what he meant, he might have 
been more ſparing of his ar cumentation, for there 1s no 
one fo ignorant, as to think Cod can be the fubjett of a 
turbulent and blind wrath, fimiler to that which we ſee 
{ometimes In man ; but 9 gratied, iy Tau whger 
has no place in the Supreme Being ; will it be a necef- 
fary conſequence, that he has no wfath at all? will it 
be impoſlible, that he feel a righteous indignation a- 
gainſt ftinners, or that he can pufſſeſs, no virtadus pro- 
penity, to pumſh them for their iniquities. 


Mr. Stone obſerves, that © the Scriptures attri- 
bute” many things to God, which are not re- 


ally bn om, but "relatively oaly,” and quotes 
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a* number of texts, to ſhew that Gad . is faid to re- 
pent, grieve, and be furious ; and others. to make it 
evident, that ſuch things cannot be in him, IfI take 
up his, meaning, there is femething gloomy, and repul- 
hve in this ſentence ; for if thele things which arc 
attributed to him, are not abſvulutely poſſeſſed by him 
in ſome way peculiar to his nature ; how do we know 
that he is poſleſled of any thing certainly, and abſo- 
lutely. Is there love in God ? does he poſſeſs com- 
paſſion, mercifulneſs, long-ſuffering, and patience ? the 
Scriptures, iadeed ſay all theſe are in God; butrmy 
eonfidence in its teſtimony, is very much checked, be- 
cauſe I am told many things are not, really in bim, but 
relatively only. I have then no certain information from 
the Bible, that God has either love, goodneſs, or any 
thing elſe, in a {trict, and proper ſenſe ;- for if he is angry 
relatively, hates r2latively ; when it is poſitively jab 
he does poſleſs theſe things, I have nothing to aſſure 
me that he does not love relatively, and bleſs relatively 
too. If my fear of his indignation can have no real 
objea, my hops of his mercy. can have no proper ba» 
fis. One ſtep more would lead to athciim; for if his 
attributes be only relative, his being mult be relative 
alſo ; for his attributes, charaQterize his being, and in 
that caſe, God can have no proper and poktive exiit- 


ence. 


But I chooſe to credit the plain declarations of Scrip- 
ture, and believe there is that in God which Rands is 
oppoſition to fin, k which will lead him to puriſh the 
ſinner. Such a propenfon in the divme mind, is in 
perfett harmony with the exercile of love, and every 
other holy di{polition, 


In the ſiyle of ſacred writ, it is called wrath, jeal- 
ouſy, vengeance, anger, indignation, and even fury. 
4 Forthe wrath of is revealed fram heaven againit 
all ungodline's, and: unrightcouſneſs of men. Who 
knoweth the pgwer of thine anger? yen, according 
to thy fear, (0 is thy wrath. Who can ſiand before his 
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indiznation, and Who can abide. the fierceneſs,, of his 
_—y His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks 
are thrown down by him. To nie belotgeth veng2atice 
and recompenie. will render Vengeance to mine ch- 
emics. He caſt upon them the fiercenels of his roger 


wrath and indignation. He made a way for"his znper, 
he ſpared not their ſoul from death. How long. Lord, 
wilt thou bc angry ? for ever? Shull thy jealouſy burr. 
like fre {* 


Theſe paſſages, and a thouſand mere, ' Ipealk a an: 
uage too plain to be miſtaken, that in * the Great and 
Dreadful God,” where is an awful principle, mov % 
; 


him to puniſh tranſgreſors, and fupport the digmity 
his throne. k 


Though the Almighty can ſeel nothing Tike ifritarion 
—nothing of that viotent tormenting raffion called un- 
ger in men, which ſtimulates to reve age, 'ard Texds on 


io cruclty, for the ſake of mere gratification ; * that 


e may poſſeſs wrath, 'in a pure, holy, 21d dighified 
arm, 4ppeats to me buth rational, and Teriptural, © 


To deſcribe bim as having no aftger, bot T6vC on 
is to confound ideab, and ſtagger all ſpecalation.” 4s 
benevolence arid hatred to fio, goodneſs fnd wrath, 
judgment and fnefcy, were the fame things. 


Nor is that all —it gives a very tr Juſt and pattiaFre, 
reſentation of his charater, by magnifein oe ber 
Aion at the expenie of another. But Phat £5 rk 

true charaQter of God, by one happy ftroke, ® Behold 
therefore, the goodneſs, and hverllh of Godt 


— x 


It is variety 2ad harmony, energy and foftnets,” ny 


* Kom. i. 18. PC. xe. Tl, Nah. i; s. Dev. xxxis. 3 
PC. Txxvii 49," $90. lzx1s. bo ' » 6 _ 
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not dull uniformity, which conffitutts the ſublime and 
orious in charafter. What z feeble, incficient 
od would this doQrine of no wreth, mike the Su- 
preme Being! No maiter what happeus in his govern- 
ment, he is always placid, always pacifc in temper and 
ation. No righteous diſpleaſure is felt againſt fin ; 
no holy indignation burns againſt the tranſgreffor ; no 
juit puniſhment is executed upon rebels. Love vn- 
nerves the arm of vengeance, and the bolt of deftryc- 
tion falls harmleſs at his feet, 


It is true the rebel is, or may be miſcrable ; but that 
miſery is ſelf-inflitted: God does not puniſh him by 
any exertion of his will or power. Thus we come to 
the moſt malignant feature of this dedarine, that the 
Supreme Being does not politively® pubiſh fin, but juſt 
leaves the finner to the neceflary conſequences of his 


own conduQ. 


No truth, however, is more clearly revealed, than 


\.- Chat God does aQualty, and in a pofitive manner, infli& 
| 5 14455 OX fnners, To lay nothing of the many 


criptures which teach this dotrine,as all theſe can be 
ſet alide by the ſweeping refleQtion, * The Scriptures 
attribute many things to God, which are not really in 
him, but relatively only.” Behold faQ; look into the 
broad inſtructive volume of nature, and Tee a thouſand 
and-s thouſand faQts, to prove that God puniſhes fin 
by 3 ſpecial and poſitive agency. See nations ſwallow- 
el up in, 4 moment by earthquakes, overwhelmed by 
eruptions from burning mountains, or ſwept away to 
deſtruQion by inunda;ions, tempeſts, and whirlwinds, 
Yes, the flaming volcano, the ſweeping inundation, the 
drifted deſert, the furious tempeſt, the convullive ſhocks 
of trembling nature, all ſpeak the language of wrath. 
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, * By puniſhing ſin politive , 13, meant, the atual inflit;on 
of ſome pains, and not merely thoſe ariſing from the exiſt- 


ence.of fin in the tranſgreſſoi 


L 15 


Now God indevd rule nature, and controut herlaws? 
If he does, then in giving licence to the deltroQive vi- 
olence of elements againft man, he puniſhes fin tive-' 
ly, and manifeſts to all worlds his terrible di pleature 
againſt it, Atheiſm only, can bar rhe inference. 


Again, turn to that book which details tous many 
awful parts of the adminiſtration of Divine Providence ; 
not for plain texts to inform vs, for theſe can be eakily 
managed, 23 not really meaning what they lay ; buttor 
facts, Nabborn fats, which, lite the gnarled oak, yield 
not ts the wedge of criticiſm. Behold the deluge co- 
ver the carth, and ſweep the world into mfſtant death. 
The f:imes deſcend upon devated Sodom, and the ci- 
tics of the plain, and bury their numereus inhabitants 
in ſudden, andiftinguiſhed ruin, Behold Egypt filled 
with plagues, and its firſt born ſons perifh i; $33 ercad- 
ful night. See that ſtorm of vengeance ready to bur 
upon rebellious Iracl, when Moſes Randy in the breach 
and prays ;—that fire from the Lord, which broke out 
und conſumed the Tons of "Aaron ;—that leprol: which 
whiteus vpon Meriam ;—that pit which ts Ra. 
racious jaws to {wallow up Dathan and his company, 
and that arm of judgment which ſmote- Uzaah 4 
impious diſtruſt of God, and Herod for his pride an; 
daring uſurpation of God's glory! * Lo{! theſe are 
parts of his ways!” and what 1s the language. which 
they addre(s.ta our hearts ? None other than thietbat 
neyinadly 


judgment, the ſtrange work of the Lord, will i 
overtake the transgreſlor, 

I: is not true, that the mere exiſtence of fin in any 
nature, produces ſufficient and adequate. puniſhment ; 
the ſinner might exiſt in this world forever, IT ſo 
pleated with his ſituation as nok to defire to leave it ; 
and why more miſerable in another ſtate, or in the world 
of ſpirits, if there be ro more puniſhment than the 


reign of ſin in us? The ſinner then, no doubt, becom. 
ing conſcious of the want of wrath i God, and that 


no aQual puniſhment ſhall ever be inflicted, will be per- 7 


{ 
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teMly freed:from. that dread. of puniſhment which now, 
ſlometimes "Iifturbs his mind, and interrupts his peace, 
he will enJoy "all the ſweets of a' wicked nature, 

pon this ſcheme, there is no more miſery. in hell, than 
there is amongſt a company of robbers and*cut-throats; 
while revelling.in their dark retreats, inappreheuſive of 


the yengeance.of heayen. 


© Bpi the Apottle'correfts this fooliſh wickedneſs of. 
the  finner's heart, when he ſays, ©* Behold therefore, 
the got dneſs and leverity of God : 'on them which feet 


. 


0 


"$58, 3+ Mr. S. ſays, to. ſupport the dottrine © of 
haſt being a svurety of ihe ele, or of mankind, be can. 
b d nothing 14.tHe . Bible. —Qace, and but once, 1s he 
called a furzty, Heb. vii. 22. *By fo much was Jeſus. 
er the ſurety of a better teſtament,” - Here heis de- 
\ clare 129 Be, th lurety of the new, ar better teſtament, 
| and not of the cle, By this wuſt'be underitood, that 
he gave! allucaiite or 'certaigty, that the promiſes of 
Br  FICET or. teſtament, are faithful and true, and: 
that they (bl! be fulklied to alt believers, or,made ſure 


bo all rhe ſeed, "*—2#. 7. 


« 7 


| © Sg then, God's promiſes , were defeCtive in.point of 

ce Le credibility : they were'not in themfelves, 
 £x5thfuf ud true, but required a voucher tp give aſſu- 

NY "br: certainty, that they are ſo. Snch lan age. 
from the pen of a Chriſtian. miniſter, is horrid -madeed ! 
No, fir, the promiſes needed nq ſponſor to give them 
artHht ; they were originally and infattiably true, be- 
ile he rd of God, whoſe veracity is unchangeable, 
GUF t word was confirmed by. his 6ath—two im nu- 
taVle things, ip, which it was impoſſible for God to lie.A. 


- 
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There was, therefore, in the covenant itfelf, the highs 
eſt poſhble certainty, the fulleſt and moſt abſolute-ſecus 
rity of its truth and-faithfulneſs ; -and ahy additional 


confirmation-was unneceſſary/andaimpoſiible; 1 ; 7 
| ; 


Further-Chriſt © gave certainty, that the/ promiſes of 
this teſtament ſhall be fulfilled to.all believers? — Fhis. 
ſuppoſes a diſability in God, or atleaſt a- poſlibility -of 
failure ; he could not fulfill his promiſes, ormight poil- 
bly fail to do ſo ; and Jeſus became ſurety:for; him, as 2 
perſon of greater-ability and credit; andin that view, 
undertakes to ſecure the fulfilment of theſe pzxomiſes 
to believers. A profeſſor of faith in Chriſt ſhould ſhud-. 
der, and a reafoner who denies his equality: with' the . 
Father, ſhould-be aſhamed x0 deliver fo abſurd a dogs 


trines. 1 Da Tj 


1:11; 3:1: To 230 

« To the truth of this Daniel” teſtifies, ** and ha. 
Chriſt, ſhall confirm the covenant with many,” Dan. ix. 
27. No Sir, Daniel teſtifies no ſuch: thing.. Had you 
uoted the whole.of rhe verſe, your reader would have 
foen at once, that you had miſtaken the prophet's-means 
ing ' © And he ſhall, confirm the covenant with many. 
ſor vne week: and in the midi of «the week he hall. 

caaſe the ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe.” 


Let the reader-caſt his eye upon the 12th verſe of - 
that chapter; and heowill find Daniel explain himſelf 
* And he hath confirmed his words which he ſpoke as 
gainſt our judgesy taat judged us by;bringing uponl us a, 


great evil.” 


By confirming here, the prophet means the — | 
or completion .of a prediQion) or ' the byingirig: to pals. 
that:which had been forstol:s Sch aris evident is the 
meaning of the verſe quoted, that duxing/the term.of 
one week, he would fulkl the a0 the covenant, Os. 
the promiſes made concerning the Mefhab., 


«.Payl teſtifies the fame>—Now Lay, that Jeſus, 


[ ww 
Criſt was ailiniſter of the circumcifibo, for the wtruttyy 
of God; to confirm the promiſes made unto the fathers. 
Rom. xv... 8”? Yes, Paul teſtifies the fame with Dan- 
jel ; but novithe lame. with Mr. Stone. He docs not 
teltify thay God's covenant or teſtament was in fach a 
Atuation as 1s ire a ſurety <0 give it certainty, but 
that as a-mumiſter for the truth of God. he 12 hor 
the promiſes; to manifeſt thi they were gracious ar d 
fpiritual promiſes, to ſhow their fone and tendency, 
and to appear as the object bf then, an whoſe incarnati- 
on, life and miniſtry, deathrand exaliation, they recciv- 
ed a glorious co npletion. 


T know not how it could happen, that Gal. iii, 17+ 
fcauld be introduced in pracf of ths range doarine, 


that God's gracious covenant needed Chriſt as a cookr- 


mer of its truth and tabiliry, when that text gives juſt 
the oppoſite idet=—that the covenant wes confirmed of 
God, not only before Chrilt appeared in the world, to 
conkrm;the. iſes, as; Mro 5: attempts 16 prove by 
Dam<-t and by but even four bundred and thirty 
years prior to the law. "The prophet and the apotile 
ſpeak of the appearance, mimitry, and attive m-ediatis 
6n of Chriſt; this text carries us back to the covenant 
long before cunkemeit of God thiafclfe True the con 
frmation was in Chriſt—Yes, a holy God holds no com- 
wunication, holds no irterc courſe; gives no promifes but 


im Him, © for all the prumifes of gd m him, arr, yea, 


and in him. amen,” ®-. 

- The doArine of the text goers hk an nxe to the root 
of: this ſy?tem, which would teach the world thas Jeſus 
315.40t the medium through which mercy flows to man. 


| : 
- * In reference 4d the fame thing. Jeſus is often call 
«da witneſs, Hiiah by. 4. Behold 1 have gives him for 
wwinels tothe people.” 
\” , =” | 
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- «The verſe fhewsn for whey, pacpelothue 
: L ex to make (fure/the mercies 


or-promaſes of the everlaſting covenant.” Its reals 
ly painful to witne(s ſuch a flagrant perverſion of) ſorip- 
ture, as appears 4n-the ſentence now quoted, Gandid 
reader, open 3 our Bible ts be convinced that no fuch 
thing Gaz twitimony of Jeſus was to make ſure the 
promiſes of the everlalting covenant, .is coutained in 
the 3d verſe.—'© Incline your ear, and comer unto! mi; 
bear, and\your @uidhall hive. And 1 will make an ev+ 
erlaſting covenant _ yo. even the ſure mercies of 
David. It was already ſure, 24 made with David, and 
confirmed of God in Chriſt, four huadred and thirty 
years beſore the law— Not a Gagle intimation 18 given, 
that the teſtimony of Jeſus was t0 make it ſure, 


ic, to his 
own conſcience, and to God, for the rep tation 
which be has giv en here of the mind of the Hol Ghoſt, 
and proceed is obſerve, that the very 10ea of farery, 
or ſponſor, neceffartly implies that there is ſome dehci- 
ency, fame i feQtion, or fame pollibility of failure 
10 be guarded againſt by the credit, and ability of the 
one who allemes that character. ' 


Now, if Chrift be furety of this better 
deſeQt and failure exiſt, or is fuppoſed pofiible Tome 
where, enher im God, in the teſtament, wr covenant it- 


ſelf, or in theperſon to whom it is made. Not in God 


nor in his promifes as we have ſeen, but thoſe to whom 
the wierd & are made. 


It may be farther obſerved, that he muſt be ſurety 
for one of the covenanting parties, God, or bis people, 
Mr. one thinks it quite convincing, that Jeſus is. de- 
clared to be furety of the new avd better: teſtamens, 
and not of the eleQ; butevery plain man knows, that 
the furety of 3 bond or - covenant is connected with 
one of we paagons mongieney in ga Fara. and be- 
comes reſpon or the perſon hom be bas 

lumed the connection, _ _—_— 


I leave the author to anſwer to the 
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-. Acecg to the repreſentation of Mr. -$. theavy 
of a furety'1s,”to confirm arr ere :0 bear witneſs td 
ns truth, But will hezget any \ © ——— that's 
witneſs to a bond or covenant, at ſurety are the 
ſame thing?-or that a ſurety, of executor hay done his 
duty,'when he teſtifies to the/truth. of the bond; will; 
or covenant, ſhould his teſtimony be admiffible ?-þ ap- 

prehend nor. It is therefore evident, Jefusas {urery, 
fait be conneRted with one party, und bound: to the o- 
ther,—conneQed with\that are an whom the deſeR 
lies, with finners'to ſecure againſt any failure on their 
part, 'that the blefiings of the covenant - might flow to 
| them through the office or obedience of their ſponſor. 
In-no.other ſenſe can he be called a farety. For: any 
thing, therefore, that appears to the contrary in. Mr, 
Stone's arguments, we hold one itrong text in Heb. vii, 
2% * By fo much was Jeſus made the ſurety of a bet- 
tor teſtament.” 


The 6@ra Sabiſcn 1 is here made between him, «and the 
Aaronical pre who were ſponſors for the people, 
anTwering for them. to n holy God; and by Geritice 
efitering” de within the veil; to receive for them 
anſwers of peace from the Lord. Bat Jeſus our = 
16ſt was {= hp ſponſor. for us 'in a higher ſenſe 
as, anſy (mered fo 


or our fas by the ſacrifice of himſelf; 
ving entered into the holieft of all s ha bis own 
he, bath obtained eternal redemption tor us 


nay aored ſeripturodengy ies an injgplaronce of Chriſt 
AS ar hap CO favor of God to ſinners, 


ſefves to iſh the Joftrine pet — ip and fubſti- 
eution! nd -this is obviouſly tx n the following 
ſcri ptures, -arttd many m ore which ght be added. Heb. 
vii. nd ix. r5. 6 Xin. 24- 1 el ii. 24. and iii. C8. 


_ is Facefingly "I of the drftrine of eretynp, 

* This # hs the'nail which 's thopght to be faſtened in 2 
ſureplite P'p.% 4 & fir, this nail is faſtened in 
furc place, and mocks the puny &tempts you make” 1+ 


| 


draw it. Secure is its place, and firm m its tenure, it 
defies the force of your inſtrument, and ſmiles at the 
feeblcacls of the arm which wields it, p 


Sc. 4. What Mr. Stone advances under the article 
tmpuicd righreowenen, | 7, 8.) would merit ne at- 
yy dig he not ev. x calculate fo — on 
the forte of his own reaſoning. ©_To thew © the force 
of his rea'obing," and eſtimate with az much preciſion 
as pollible, 11s exact momentum, let it Rand'in the logh- 
cat iorm of argument : 


ar }] 


i, The law of God requires tinnerr to love bim with 
all” cheir bears, did their neighborr as ibemetves. 
Granted. 


Lb. Bur Chrirt their rurety bar phid their debt of obe- 
dience in tbeir room ard iriedd; O*« mutt mean is 


rercind their chligation to law, if be mean any thing at 
all — And this 1 'y. 


J- Thereſorebe bar freed them ſram the obligation of 
loving or therr ne;p6607; 


Now it is ealy to fee, that the reaſoner has marched 
on to his concluſion, by aCuming a principle which no 
perſon had ever granted, abd which he tad not proven / 
the advocates for imputed righteouſneſs ever held. 
The principle affumed, is, 1ba# tbe obedience of 4 morel 
rurtty or mediator, veleares ihe perions ts whom it relates 
jr.m all ededience ts lo'y. When we admit ſuch an idea 
as he ſeems to atrach to ſuret yſhip, he may try the force 
of his reaſoning vpon us, but till then we will have no. 
reafon to dread its power. Mr. 5. evidently labors 


under a c: nfuſion of idebs in writing on this ſubje@. 

Treating of 5ur obligation to law, he uniformly does it 

under the notion of d:bt and noney payment ; whereas 

no two things are more clearly diftiaguiſhable than mo- 

ral juſtice a1d pecunizry juſtice. Though it be true 

that a perſon is releaſed trom obligatios to law in caſe 
I) . 


ſ 
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of debt, when a ſurety has paid to his: cceditor the me- 
ney he owed, it; will not neceſſarily follow, that he can 
be ablolved fromotral obligation, becauſe a ſponſor or 
mediator has rendered fuch worthy: ſervices with rel- 
= to him, that he is relieved not only from civil pain, 

ut capacuiated to obey the law, and rite to. vg hjghelt 
honors mn mae matinee 4 The itory of VET: 
very much to my purpoſe. He, was pe tl 


1g condemned to. death for . 
SEL rovernment | his brothcr, a bras c 


and gallant foldier, who had rendered many important 
lervices to'lis country, and loſt one of his hands in a 
recent victory, was tenderly affected with his Gtnation, 
and appearing in court us an an advocate, liſted up te 
wutilated arm in their preſe:ice, but uttered not a word. 
An ation fo expreſlive and moving, deeply impreſſed 
the judges, ang the unhappy prifoner was acquitiey.® 
Was 8s who was thus releaſed from puuilbrcrt, 
on account of his brother's merit, and dumb but clo- 
quent mediation, freed from all obligation to the lav s 
of his country? Or was the law made void ty this 
* tranſaction ? It canno; be faid. Neither 1s the buyer 
who is ſaved from wrath on account of Chiist's obect- 
ence and intercefion, freed frem obligation to the divine 
law ; nor is that law made void through the benevolent 
interpolitien of this friend, who iticketh cloler than a 


brother. 


po '£ of dc - 


'The author thinks it impoflible for Jclus Chriſt to 
fulfil the law for fnners, becauſe ** As God, he mult 
love himſelf infinitely ; and as Man, be mult love God 
with all his hcart,, and his neighbor as himſelf.” And 
this being granted, he aſks, * What ſurplus rightcous- 
neſs is left to be imputed to another 7” Suck a view of 
the feljed 35 rempte From the point in debate. The 
queſtion is not what Jeſus muſt do as God, or what he 


* Flavcl's Fountain of life Opentde— Sermon 1 3, 


[ 
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muſt do as man in x ſeparate and detached fenſe, but 
what he n.uſlt doin his compound character, as Ggd- 
man, or Mediator.. it ſhould have been enquired, 
whether the law of God had any claim of perſonal obe- 

dience upon Chriſt as God-man, , which. he , was bound 
to anſwer for himſelf, without. reference to finners? 
Whether a voluatary unobliged obedience to law, with 
reſpeQ to others, docs not poſleſs merit? V hether 
tht obedicace of one, on whum the law had ro demand 
as to, perional obligation, and which is in its nature [u- 
premely excellevt trom the dignity of the perſon ma- 
king it, may not be fet to the account of others, and 
the) on that couhderation:, placed 4 new, happy, and 
. honorable fituation? } hele enquiries have not been 
Made by the author ; ard after all his formality and 
pomp of argument, he has never glanced at the true 
ſpirit of the queſtion. I can very readily ſee how the 
x is deprived of merit on Mr. Stong,s principle, 
of his doing juit what he ſhould have done, and ie more z; 
for Clirilt tamiclf has taught us to fay, after we have 
done all thoſe things which are commanded, © We are 
unprofitable fervants : we have done that which was 
our duty to do.”'* Burt 1 cannot ſee how, on that view 
of things it could have been predicted of bim, * He will 
magnify the law and make it honorable.”f Does law 
receive glory and honor from the obedience of its ſub- 
jets? I it does, it will alſo be diſgraced and tarniſhed 
by their diſobedrence, which would be ridiculous to 
imagine. Alaw intrinſically excellent, can derive no 
luſkre from the obecrence of ſubjcAs, ard no diſhonur 
_ from their infraction of its precepts. Immutable and 

glorious like its author, the == of God will ſhine as 
brightly in damning tranſgreſſors, as in the government 
of angels. Thus we ice how mr. S. would degrade the 
Saviour, by making him an ** unprofitable ſervant ;” and 
reproach the law of God, in order ts make the doctrine 


* Luke xvii. 10. + Ifai, xtii. 21. 
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of ightrou neſs, edions and conterptible. 
here did he his menitrous hofioh of © ſurplus 
=. 71mg he if there could be no mputation on 
an other pirnoiply? Ur where dit belecarn the filly 

aning which be tacks to © werit” and © merito- 
rious,” as if they mull be underſtood in the ſawefenſe, 
with ® works of ſupgrerogation ?” Not in any diftiona- 
ry of our language, or In the writings of ſy ſRetnatics ; 
not. in the Conicthon of faith, or Catechifinis of dur 
church ; not in the deciſions of Geteral Aﬀecmblics, 
Synods, and Aﬀociations in Europe or A ® 2s 
he appears to know very little of all theſe ; might 
have Bar very much improved everv way by z more 
intimate acquaintance with them. Moſt probably he 
collefted it anadtt the rubb:ſh of Kome, and now very 
modeſtly attemps cs put it under che Kirt ot proteſtarits, 
and charge them with the theft. 


Perhaps I am wrong in charging the wwther with ha v- 
ing commerce. with the Imperial City. - it is wot at all 
mpr/b«ble that he derives his nutiou of furplas righte- 
oulyels and extra-merit, from the / works 'of | Morgay, 
a ſabtle "and plauſible deilt of the lat century; whe 
under the mai of coriſtiamty, attempted its utter ſub- 
verſion, and degraged the charatter and offices of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, by png him in the ſame claſs with Con- 
fucius, Zoroaltre and Mahomet. I have read his Moral 
Philoſopher, and there fee almoſt every argument which 
Mr. S.'uſes againſt the doCtrines of imputed -righteous- 
neſs, and the atonement of Jeſus. That 1 bring no 
improper charge againſt him, will appear from a few ex- 
tracts: © That the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or the 
redundancy of bir merit, could not be placed to our ac- 


* Some Divines have ſpoken of a ſourpluſage in Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs with reſpect ts its accidents, calling it meritum 
auperlegale ; but with refpett to its fubſtance, which was to 
be imputed for juſtification, they ſuppoſed it to be juſt what it 
ſhould be, and no more. See Flave1's Works, ol, i. p, 204 
on Merit and Meritorious, 


SS 


cunt, fo 24 10 wake 20y part of our quſtifyrng righte- 
eufneſs, in the fight of God, ſeerhs farther evident 


from hence, that all that was done or ſuffered by him, 
was necelary to himſelf, and upen bis own account— 


New here certainly could be no fuch thing as rupere- 
rogetion, or redundent merit, where nothing was done 
or ſuffered, but under an wadiſpenſable perſonal ebliga- 


tion,”'® 


Mr. S. and his deluded followers congratulate them- 
ſelves vpen havirg burſt into a world of light which 
never before bleed the eve of man, and aftedt great 
commilſeravion for the ret of mankind, who are, they 
ſay, groping in the darkneſs of ignorance and preju- 
dige. The light however which they boaſt, 1s that 
which * leads to bewilder, and dazzles to blind" —Ir is 
the very ſame which has illeminated the page of er- 
ror, and infidelity in every age, as might be eakily 
ſhewn, did the compaſs allotted to theſe friftures 
permits general ireview of paſt opinions. As the au- 
thas appears from the and concluſion © of his 
t, tothink himſelf infulved by the name of 
deiſm, I will ſometimes take occaſion to ſhew the 
ground en which the imputation is founded. 


SeQ. g. In page 9, 106—Mr.-S. with his uſuzl 


dexterity, drefſes up « arly _— a tattered 
ſytem,” for the dottine of Chrilt's ſfubſticution, 'and 


ughe, ne doubt that every maſt be frightened z< 
it! e reaſons thus; Chrit did not ſuffer natgral 
death in the room of ſinners, becauſe all men die— He 
did not ſoffer ſpiritual death for them, becauſe then he 
would have been a finner—Nor did he fuffer-cternal 
death for them, becauſe he roſe «gain from the Yead, 
and lJiveth for ever more. All this parade 'of argu- 
ment is but an artful attempt to FRaſge the face of the 


queſtion, and miflead the unwary. - Whoever ſaid that 


——_—— 


®* Moral Phil, "_ i. p. 453, 154, 


L&T 


ſubſtitnte he ſuffered/death, or any thing elſe; in aſtri 
and literal ſenſe as' finners*do/?* Nonec 7 Whoever 1{wp- 
- poſed:.that- our releaſe ' from. Tpiritual 'death, ' arofe 


. our ſubftitate? None. Or whoever aſſerted that he 
ſuffered-eternal geath, or-went to hell for ever, in the 
,room .and ſtead of finners to ſave them? None but Mr. 
Stone, and thoſe who revile the croſs; and they are 
welcome to be as ponipous and logical; as witty and 
. profane as they pleaſe on the ſubjeft. Chriſtians dif- 


.the-facrifice .of Jeſus, and are therefore chargeable 
with none of the abſurdities whichare fo illiberally faid 
to ariſe out of their dottrine. - It would be very well 
If the author, who is. moſt religioufly oppoſed-to-creeds, 
would ſpare himſelf the trouble of -drawing-up articles 
of faith for others, to which they» feel no diſpoſition tÞ 
ſubſcribe. | | 


| | j*7 1 0 $A 
| -Se.:6.' To eftabliſh- his favorite doArine of for- 
p'vencts, without reference to- the Saviour's merit. or 
| :Tufferingz Mr. 'Stone found it indiſpenſable - to 'ſer 


| giving one another, even as God, for Chriſt's ſake hath 
| forgiven.you?” The tranſhation which he propoſes 18 
this: */Forgiving' one another, ever as God .in Chriſt 


(en Chriſto) hath forgiven you.” "He adds; Why our 


| Taken this place only, when every: where elſe-they 
| give theliteraltranflation, L pretend -nottoſay.” P.'11. 
| Fo ſhew that-what is here atferted by the author, as 
| to. pur-tranflators'©* every | 
| al tranſlation” is not true, 1 will: beg -the'/atvention 
of the reader to a few/ inſtanees in 'the 1ſt and” and 
| chapters of 2 Peter-i. 43 eh epithumia, through luft—5. 
|| 'en'te piſtoi umon; 70 your faith,” 2, 1+.ento ao, amon 
the people—ert umin among you—7. en aſelgeia anal- 
| trophes, w/th the hlthy converſation. Here on a fſin- 
gle leaf of the Teſtamentiwe'ſet our tratiſlators depart 


- 


: Chriſt-paid our debt of ſaffering/ in kind; ot that as iz 2 / 


from:an- aCtual transfer. of fin, or evil qualities to hinras * 


> tinguiſh between fin and-its. curſe.; between hell and 


aſide the common 'tranſlation-of Eph.-iv. 32. ** For. 


tranſlators: rendered this phraſe ex Christro, for Chriſt's | 


where elfe giving the liter- 


through this mant is preached unto you, the forgave- 
from all, thing #— 


TS 


rom what. is {aid to be the literal rendering , and- 
tranflate.the word i6r0ugh, #9, among, and with. And 
more than twice the number of inſtances might+be ta- 
ken from the ſame place. . Any one who is.able to 
took into a Greek Lexicon, knows that the word is Ca» 
pable of exprefling various relations 5 and among others, 
that which it 1s ſuppoſed to do by the tranſlators. I hat 
the rendering 1s correct, appears alſo from this, that 
the word is trequently uſed, for es and dia, both-which 
fignify ſor the 5ake of, on account: of ; and from the 
manner in-which the ſame idea. is generally expreſled | 
in ſcripture*' How much confidence ſhould be repoled | 

in the critical abilities of the author, is diſcoverable 
in the very firſttrial of his (kill: -and I truſt the plain 
unlettered reader will give hunſelf no uncalinels.as te 
the-correctoeſls..of our iranflation,. but-go on 40 quote 
the text-as formerly, when.cver,he is affailed by thole 
who are hardy enough to deny the doQtrine of forgive- 
neſs through Chriſt... And .to ,afhift him, I will intro- 
Guce another, ,no 'leſs plain and pertinent; . which he 
may deiy criticiſn, to wrelt.or torture. 3 Joha 11.12. 
** I write unto you, little children,  bec: Your. $45 
are forgiven you for bis name's sake :”” that- is for, the 
name's ſake of Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, the advocate 
with the Father, who is mentioned. in-tbe. fickt verſe, | 

and plainly referred to, in moſt of the intervening ver- 

ſes. The ſame doctrine is alſo taught in .thelſe -paſla- 

ges: © Be itknown unto you, men and brethren, that - 


nes: of sings, And by him all that believe are jusi;fied 

Neither 1s there ſalvation ;” that is - 
the pardon of lin, as well as every other bleſſing ** in . 
any other :,for there is none other name given among || 
men whereby we muſt be ſaved. For this is. my. bleod | 


* -o__ 


.* See Schrevilius, Scapula, Hedericus vpon the word, 
+ Dia Touton z for the ſake of this perſon. 


F 


18 
it 
” 
1 


! 
t 
| 


Col; ', I 4- 


28-1) 


of the New Teſtament, ſhed for many, 


| for the remirs- 
| ozon of 3ins In whom we have redemption through His 
-þlood; the forgiveners of tins, according to the riches 


ei his grace—In whom. we have redemption trough 
bis blood, even the ſorgiveness of rin '* 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in delivering to Paul the 
doQrine of the Sacred Supper, calls that gracious cov- 
enant which promiſes forgiveneſs, and every ſpiritual 
bleſſing, * The New Teſtament in his own blood.” 1 
Cor. x1. 25; Expiatery blood is the very principle up- 
en which the covenant or teſtament-of mercy reſts; the 
kgurative blood under the Patriarch«l- and Moſaic dif- 
penſations; and under the evangelical one the blood of 
Jeſas. "The mercy ſecat- where God remitted fin, and 
delivered anſwers of peace to the people, was ſprinkled 
with blood to denote that he could \not pardon fin, or 
commune with ſmners in any other way.f © For the 
life of the ſh is in the bio»rd; andÞ have given it to 
you upon the altar, to make an atonement for your 
ſonls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement 
for the ſoul.”t And the ſorgivenels of fin proceeded 
upon the principle of a-{pecite atonement being made 
to God, ** 


$6 under- the poſpel, Jeſas Chrit-as the objeRt of 
faith was, ** ſet forth to be a propitration,” « mere; 
reat,}| fprinkled with his own blood, to vilpizy the 
r1ghteouſneſs or juſtice of God in the forgive nels of 
ſins. ** To declare his righteouſneſs for the rewitbon 
of fins that are paſt, through the torbrarance of God.” 
The moſt glorious diſplay is given of the juoltice and 
reQitude of the divine adminiſtration in this method of 


diſpenſing pardon, as the righteous and equitable de- 


* As iv. 12, 13, 38, 99. Matt. xxvi. ?8. Eph i. 7. 
t Sce Exod; xxv. W7—-22. t Lev. xvii Ih 
** Yee the 4th and Sth chapters of Leviticus. 

|| $0 the Greek wage Nalterion hgniter, 
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mands of the law have all been anſwered xt the evan. 
gelical mercy-ſeat. And it is clearly taught, that, God” 
cannot be juſt or righteous on any other principle in 
the remifhion of fins. © To declare, I fay at this time, 
his righteouſneſs: that he might be juſt, and the juſti- 
fer of him that believerhk in Jeſus.” ® Hence we are fad, 
to be juſtified by his blood, and through it to find acceſs. 
into the hulicſt of all. | | 


This, and only this, is rbe goſpel deftrine of forgive- 
neſs. What Mr: $. advances on the ſubjef, is an evi- 
dent departure from Chriitian prmciple, and falls in, 
preciſely with the theories of Herberr, Morgan and 
other deiſtical writers— | hat I do not miſrepretent the 
cale, take a quotation from Morgan, who every where 
argues that forgiveneſs proceeds upon the — of 
Gou's eſſential mercy, and the penitence of the inner. 
Speaking of Chrift'y vicariaus obedience 2s unneceſlaty 
to pardon, he favs, * I hope you wilt not fay; contrary 
to all the declarations of (od, thar he could not par- 
Ton rin, and acceps the penitent, returning tinner with- 
out 2 prior ſatisfathon mude: fince 'thrs mutt» deprive 
lim of his natursl, effcntis} goodneſrand mercy, atid lay 
the whole obligation ſomewhere clle.”'f Theſe are 
* tne green paſtures of goſpel truthy” to” which this 
ſhepherd leads his flock ! 


SeQ. 7. Itis- contended (1. 10711, 12,) that ſarety- 
righteouſneſs deſtroys the very ides of grace and for- 
givenets. Here again we meet the deception whith 
the author praftices upon the render to miflead him by 
confounding more} juſltrre with-pecuniary jultice. No. 
two idexs are more diltinaly marked. in common opi- 
nion ard in (cripter, then thoſe of our obligation to a 
credinor, who dewands money, and our reſponſibility to 
crnamal law, which claims the life of offenders— The 


O— 


* Roman, iii, 25, 2%. + Moral Philofophery pi 245. 
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uri s.d6 

og AE n+ our relesle from it, vader the Tr__ 
$ion of payment ;. but then it i5-always done in a kgu- 
Tative manner, and the meaning or principal idea is 10 
be ſought for, in ſame ſtrong point of reſemblance, 
without attending minutely to cvery part of. the de- 
ſcription. The icope of that beautiful-allegory, Matt. 
XVill, which Mr. Stone quotes ſo partially, is to teach 
ns, that unleſs we forgive our offending, but penitent 


brethren, we cannot. expe forgirencls from God— | 


When we have gotten this intruGtion from it, we ſhould 
| be ſatisfied, and-not attempt to draw as this author 
does, ſpecial. and definite doetrines from detached 

rts of the allegory. Becaule no ſurety is mentioned 
in this caſe of ſorgiving a debt, he infers that no ſurety 
2s. neceflary , between God aud finners.; , as if. they ful- 
tained no relation1o him, but that of debtors. Upon 
the ſame plan of interpreting (cripture, 1 can prove that 
no lurety ſhould ever be taken in any caſe, and I make 
'the inference on the ſame principle with . Mr. .Stane, 
that is, of there being no mention made of any ; or thay 
if.there be one, the Tebr ſhould never be forgiven, as 
it is here ſaid. to have been forgiven without any— 
Again, 1 might prove from v. 34th, that if my ſervant 
- Or. Lenant owe: me money, and has treated thoſe indebted 
to him withfſeyerity, be ſhould be put to torture till the 
whole. debt were paid ; and what is ſtill more ſhocking 
ho the author's notion of things, 1 ould feel wrath ; 
. Yes wrath when 1 ſentenced the. unhappy wretch 10 
// theſe ſufferings. © And his Lord was wroth, and de- 
- livered him to the tormentors, till be ſhould pay all that 
. was due unto him? What whimfies may not be invent- 
. ted, what errors may not. be broached, what blaſphe- 
- Mics may not be uttered under the ſanftion of icrip- 
by if-allegary and figure may .be made the baſis of 
. ©oXttrine? , The truce ſtate of Goner is; that of, a 
efiminal to juſtice, lying under ſentence of death ; and 
the real ſtate. of the 10n 18,- whether'a righteous 
* God can forgive fin, without-reference to the fatisfac- 


Ci 


lien of a mediators, Az; Mr. 5, has pot taken up ths 


Jomatimes, though net_very-often, treat" 
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fubjet on this principle, but varte# ir to » maya 
rative' form, anfjyſtifedtthe calemay of ne, 
aſfert# thar* the of redemprion has for” ity 
fis, ut idea of peruniary juſtice, and not of moral juF- 
tice. "® IT think it fmproper to rematk particularly on 
what he introduues in that ſhape. whole falls 
by its own weight, when its baſis metaphcr uw removed, 


SeQ. 8. ThedoArine of ſurety-rightteouſneſs we are 
told, © confirms two contrary doArines, which are 
equzlly falſe, vis. univerſal ſalyation, and univerſal 
damnation” p. tz. Theſe reſults, contrary as they 
are,-can be eaſily obtained in the ufual Ryle of thean- 
thors's logic ; by drawing certain conclukons from 
doubrful or 'unztlowed premiſes. His firſt argument 
will ſand this: 10k Chrift taſted of death for all men, 
according to ſeveral (criptures. 24. There" is not a text 
in the Bible, which ſays, he did not die for all. 
3- It follows with certainty, that he did die for all. No 
it bes nor follow with certainty, becauſe the: firſt pro» 
poſition is denied by far the largeſt part of proteſtanry, 
who-ſay that the words al}, every, the whole world, 
and the like, cannot be — as mearing avy thin 
different fromthe many, tbeelet, by rbeep; the burch, | 
and phraſes 6f that Find (which exceed the former in" 
the'pr ion of ter! to one,) becaufe the rermy all, 
er 50 cord: are in-molt ntzces, neceſſarily reftt 
ard becauſe both Teripture and fat, conſpire-+to 
that Jeſus Chriſfdinot die forall men in fuch v 
as that all men will infallibly ve ſaved. That he died 
forall who are, or will be ſaved, we know with certzih- 
ty, as faQt and ſcripture both prove it ; bur that he dies” 
in'a fri and pofirive fenſe for thoſe who never defiret 


nor goranintereſt in his Seach, and With regarde5 whom 


it Kit been forefeth” from” eternity, tHat they" vor 
not "believe, 1 ds not "rnbw on w t nd any. 1.8 
®* Age of Reaſon, Gr{tpart, p. 59, 


call take upon him'to afferr. aka 
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"The mext. ſtep in the 2 
That, its fallacy m y appears let it and _ in his -own 
words, thus; 1: He died for all—z. If be died for all 
men as ſurety-in the way of ſatiefaQtion—3d. It un- 
deniably follows, that all muſt' be faved.” What a 
charming. piece of logic is here! The firſt branch of 
the dilemma, he confeſſes himfſelf is contetted ; the 24. 
is introduced with an if, and then le? the concluſion 
undeniably follows. 


is Nil moreglariag 


Thus he proves univerſal (alvation ; let us now fee 
how he can get univerſal damnation, I willagaia pre- 
poſe his argument in his own words ; 


1. * As Cariſt could not ſuffer more - than infinite, 
* then all his ſufferings only ſatisfied law and juſtice, 


* and could do no more; 


2+. * For ſins under the goſpel there can be no for- 
«© giveneſs,” becauſe there is. no ſatisfaQtion- made for 
© them; 4 Rd. 
-4- © Therefore all, who have ever committed one 
« 'of thoſe fins, muſt be damned without remedy.” 
And this. proves univerſal damnation, does it? -It on 
proxenthat all who had committed certain fins, would 

damned. As the greateſt part of mankind never 
heard, the ,goſpel, and could never be guilty of fins 
under it; and as many who believed when they ficſt 
ard it, I gyould r- obliged, though & admitted the 
premiſes, which I do not, to draw juſt the oppolite 
eencluſion, that all will not be damne Bat popes 
_ contained in _the-premiſes, that fins wnder the Goſpel 
are not. to, be reFqgaged, nd condemned by the law, is 
inged the moſt curio! Ge I baye ever ſeen taken 
in, ipinigy ans if Jaw, whichextends to every mo- 

tion of ou 18a] every action 0 our hives, and de- 
mands the univerſal perfef 


jon of our nature, did not 
neticeevery fin, aud condemmthe fnner committing 1k. 
| ” * = * © 


TC. +) 


- Se. 9+ Mr. 5, thinks the doarine of Chriit's ſaf- 
| ah forety, is contrary to juſtice. * Every | 
ſon qa not F by a ito lis ftew, knows pr | 


innocent to ſufftr inthe room and | 
law: can demand it; or . 


it is unjuſt for 
ficad of the guilry, Nov 
mit of it. The law of docs not demand it, does 
admit_of it. 1f the Divine law admitted proxy 11 


and proxy ſatisfaction, then it admitted Chrift's d 
þ—- 2-78 he died according to law.” p. 15, 16. '1 


That it may be feen how” exactly the quotation now | 
made, correlpoyis with the ogb)eGons IK wkdels, 4 will 
. quote a few ſentences from  « writer of that caft. 
©« Moral Juſtice cannot takes the innocent for the , of 
even if the innocent would offer itfelf,” Tor ſuppoſe 
| 
| 


__ — __ 
—_— —— — 


jaltice to-do this, is todeſtroy the principle of its exiſt. 
ence, which is the thing itfelf.'. It is then no longer 
juſtice, It is indiſcriminate revenge—According” to 
ef (Lap! * there are two Adams; the one fins in 
and ſuffefs by proxy ; the other who ins provy 
and ſuffers in faq.” * 2 - MA P * 


| Tam glad to {ce Mr, Stone fiep into open day, and 
rike where he can be ſeen, Hitherto he had Tam con» 
cealed, and Ribbed the doQtine of redewption, under 
the figure of debtor and creditor, or” money farety ; 
but here he comes into the HFghr, and bolly adopts the 
ſentiments, and almolt the language of "Thomas Paine : 
| Alas! how is Jeſus wounded in the houfe of his profel- 
Tod friends, who, while thev greet him with © havnt aa 

ter,” betray himiinto the hands: of: finners! © How 1s 
the ſacred croſs inſulted in the very ſanAuary of "God" 1 
* It js unjuſt for the innocent to ſuffer in the” f6om afd 
fiead of the guilly”—How flitly does the zatlor give 
the lie to the Apoſtle, who has ſaith” Chrift hath once 
Suffered for fin, the juit for Woke) that he might 
bring us to God,” f Ther the-innocent ſhould 5 


—___—g_ * : 


* Age cf Reafow pt. If, p56 60.” "41; Pet. iifty: BK 
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the guiltyy.contrary. oo his will, and without any 
tally Los) ran in the perſon, for whoa he f 
taites hi , would. be wroag, becauſe then 2 virtuous 
. life £6 {ociity,, a milchrevieus one prelery- 
od, andthe objec of jultice wreited from 1t.. Ba: if the 
Annacent vyuluntarily fubſtitutcs himfelf for the guilty, 
and that with 2 cortainiy/of procuring the peniterice 
of whole, for whows be fuffers; if he poſſes the pow 
er of felf-reſurreQtion; and' when he dics could rife 
' , iam the doad —would ſuch a caſe be . contrary to. jul- 
' Lice, or re at tolaw? If. it were; then law aid 
haltice would be at, variance with benevolence, and op» 
pole. the admiſhon of much good int» {-ciety,, which we 
know cam never happen, This is the preciſe vi w 
. which we are to take of redemption in the blood of Je+ 
. fas, by which, millions of guilty bings are recoverid 
tavictuc and happineſs, wh.le the warverte has Tuaraind 
no tbols, and the brnovolent being who ſubitituted him- 


=O for Mm, bas received wo injury, but on 
Co. Mp. injury, but pigs 


* L .Butif the priuciple whnelr ahias iavhor endeavours !s 
_ clablifh, as oppolition to the fotisfaGion of Chrit for 
finners,ves-:; 4hat it is upjulſt for the innocent to ſuffer 
for the guilty, bs admitted, it will be bottile to his own 
. ſcheme. —tHe comends, that the Jewiſh vidims were 
; _ to awaken penitence 18 the miad of the wor- 
. fvpper, and what is this but the innocent dying for the 
guilty? Fhe dobgn of Chriit's fuffering and dyin 
,* wasyhe ſays, to give a diſplay of the love of God, va, 
\ © move $% 8 ply. men to love and repenta''ce. Can 
- this be called any thing elſe than the ina>cent ſuffering 
. for guilty? How then has Mr. 5. he'ped the 
matter, fnce his 15a maſher thouſands of innocent, 
FE ending anvimals bleed for the jnmrpious and wicked ; 
_ or 20d teavhca, that the molt pure and glorious being in 
the vnive: fe wut ſuFer, and die for the inſftruftion - f 
the guilty Ind: ed his view of Chri't's app-intment 
and fu 


7 ufF-r1 e. with much greater difficyltjcs 


| 4 4 is cl cy! 
n+ ..Aoabiby one hp.rejadls z/ becauſe that vis innocent (uſ- 


{3s 
ferwhere there is no guiVc, either proconat or imputed; - 


which 1s to me one of the moibibonciang rdeas 


ble. to debgiate the nobleit; the | Xx 
alied being; tolong 2nd ſevere faFer as God did his 
own fon ($5 cape hinas 2a vichayy lon which malice 


might wreak iis revenge, and hell 'cxhauſt its fury, 
i cis every idea of jutice or benevalence. That 
finful man (uT-r the puniſhmern due to his fGhus, 
is juilt ; bet that-a pure being who hud Werer ſinned, and 
who was never (o related to iwnery; arte incur thepes 
nalty of -@1 for tho, ſh»old be feminto the world to 
fuffer, us herr'd doctrine. Ws htver: with - borror, 
when we read of parents oferiag up with mercileſs 
hands, their tender ſiling infants, fa "Thee to 1dols. 
| But how much better docs this doQtrine male the Al- 
mighty Father, who confgns tris Soh tou faffering life 
of thirty-three years, and to ary excruciating. anfamons, 
and even execrable death? 1 canvor write the: wort :'d 


things which Arne my wadour this. afpe of Dey ! 
Fertner, it may be ſafely aficmed tw bet jor 
z perfeay and innocent being to feel. miſery. 


Can Gu , t Canangeis foſters pat without fin? 
| None will affirm i —itow then car Jefns whois greats 
er than «ngels, feet the molt exquiſite torture $.. No, it 
would have been pb, Gcatly impothble-for the firit, the 
the melt cherithed and glorious in heavewto 
have borne pain and 1ntamy, when there was no per- 
fonal guilt, nor the imputatzon of any to-him; as the 
reprefſemtativeot finners, To adait this idea, ' would 
be to »bandon the firit prineiple of morsl trwih; that 


vice and milety, victue and buppincis ace infeparably 
conncaed. LETT 


The objeQtion 1 am now conſidering wanld” lead to 
atheilo, 2-4 bes equally: agatutt- natural religion, 
wh b as well as chrntianity, requires the innocent t& 
ſuffer for the guilty, © For the world (is 8 conſtitu- 
tion or ſtem, whoſe have a'mutual reference is 
each otter; aud is a ſcheme of thingy gradually carry- 
ing on, called ube evurie of ths 'Carrying ©» 


_ - 2dence; iv/is, 
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 twhich-Gad inted -us kn. various Ways te: 
- contribute... And rey inthe courſe of a roy- 
pointed that the 1NNoCent, lc thould 

: Caffer for the faults of the guilvy, this- is poye to- the 
very-ſame objeQlion.as the inſtance we are now conlig- 

_ ering.) Nay:if there were anyforgeat all jn the objec- 
- tion, 1t-wauld/be ſtrenger 1n ;one--reſpeR againſt naty- 
ral providence than agatuſt chriſtianity's -þecauſe. under 

' the former, we ane/in manty-caſes.commanged andeven 
- neceſſitated; whether we will-or not, to ſuffer fer the 
faults of others-—whiereas the ſufferings of Chriſt were 
- voluntary,” *" Seinaturally. dees every departure from 
evangelical-rruth conduct ths mind-to the rejection of - 


albreligions.” 


'1 can-ſee nothing. .CONR tothe beſt feelings of 
our nature inthe chriftian ara of the innocent ſyf- 
-=n - for - the guilty. | To: wham doeshilt ory - devote. 
| ireſt- woke her. warmel} tribute, .apd 
baitre ber Focteſt firwih? ?* Is it not ito thoſe men, 
-  Whs; underthe-itnpulfe of a generous patrio:iſm. and, 2 
warm enthuſiaſm-for-hberty bave. devoted themſelves. 
to certain-death; for the-good: of their country? . Every 
perſor- is charmed with-itie-high merit, of Cod boug ,58hh 
tius, Euſtacede'St- Pierre, .and many more: who have 
| become martyrs-forthedafety of their country... Eve- 
ry perſon feels haturetir within him whey he hears Ju- 
dah in'a train of the molt pathetic eloquence: that 'eyer 
burſt from #bleeding heart, plead for Bevjamin's.releaſe 
and his father's comfort, ac. the price of his owp,liber- 
. uy. . And-none-can be unfeeling that hears David,yent 
the anguiſh of a father's ſoul, on learning .the fate:of a 
| rebellious chile; O my ſon Abſalom, my- ſon, my ſon 
Abſalom: wopte: God hadtied-rfor thee; O Abizlom my 
ſon,my ſon,” And ſhalt notjthe in unitable merit of Jeſus, 
who gave: His life a ranſom for millions, be roxiewes 


|  n— 


| * Butler's Anglogy,pe 256. // 
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without admiration and raptures? . Shall ws be men 
every where elſe but in religion? Shall we cavil when 
we ſhould exult? . Far otherwile 1s it with thoſe who 
have felt the efficacy of his death, 1n every quarter uf 
the earth, and with the armies mn glory. 


One ſong employs all nations ; and all cry 
« Worthy the Lamb, for he was flain for us.” 


Mr..Stone imagines that if Jeſus died in the room 
of ſinners, © the Jews in putting him to death were 
not guilty of murder” —Certainly they were, becauſe 
they felt malice and meditated his feath; that was 
murder in the eye of the divine Taw—* Whoſoever ha- 
teth His brother 1s a murderer.” To fay "that the 
Jews, did aQually put him to death betrays great ip- 
norance of the crucifixion, and the exifting ſtate of 
things, They were a ſubjeQed people, and tad fo? at 
that time the. power of life and death, - "The Roman 
governor'condemned Jeſas,, and Roman diets traet. 
fied him, They alſo guarded the croſs and. the tomb. 


In page 34, Mr. 5. reſumes the ſubjeR; ind aſſerts 
that "Pant charged the devil with the murder of 
Chriſt.” The notion ef the deviPs killing the Saviour, 
is the counterpart to that of "his getting his blood, 
The one harmonizes with the other.” And ir is 'very 
remarkable, that he proves, or'thinks he proves the 
both by the ſame "text. Heb. fi. 14. © Forafmuc 
then as the children were partaker?s of fleſh and blood, 
he alſo himſelf likewiſe, took part of the ſame: that 
through death he*might deſtroy him that hall the pow- 
er of death, that 1s the devil.” 


I can ſee nothing like a charge of murder in'the paC- 
ſage—Murder is not even named'or” itpplied, but the 
overthrow of Satan's power an '&mpire. © No doubt 
the devil. ardently wiſhed the death of Chriſt, and 
would have felt a malignant Joy ia finding his own 
power prevalent over him. He.then.would have fourd 
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Weſas the weak being he had hoped to ſee him, arid 
which Mr. Stone's doGtrine makes him. In: this, how- 
ever the fiend was diſappointed. Semething more was 
found on the-croſs-than mere man. One who inſtead 
vof dying by the onſet of hell, did in another way; 
{and thus through death deſtroyed him who held the 
empire of death, and was now vainly expeCting a tri- 
'umph. Had the power of the devil, or outrages of 
Jews, at his inſtance, killed the Saviour, there would 
have been practical proof of the ſuperiority of the dia- 
| bolical power, and of the complete dominion of the 
prince of death over him for three days. What can 
| the enemies of Chriſt want more than to have him giv- 
en to the devil.a weak, degraded victim, to his power 
and malice. Nothing is more plain from the narrative 
- of the crucifixion, than that Jeſus did not die in confle- 
- quence of bodily pain-upon the croſs. Death was not 
; 1o early a:conſequence of crucifixion as to have been 
' efteRted:in tbe time at which Jeſus expired, being about 
21x hours. Two or three days were requiſite tor the 

extinction of -life in perſons who died in that lingering 

way. A circumſtance which the Jews provided agaiplt 

when they beſought Pilate to give liberty to 

break his legs, and the legs of thoſe who were crucited 

with him. Great languor, weaknels, and, particularly 

a faltering feebleheſs of voice will always precede 

death, when it ſupervenes from loſs of blood and in- 

tenſe pain. Very different however, was the exit of 

Jeſus. - His ftrength was firm and entire, and his vt- 

-or remained freſh in him to his lalt moment. Though 

he fainted on his way to Golgotha, yer on the croſs 

no ſymptoms of weaknel(s or languor are ſeen, no ſeedle 
' interrupted ſighs are: heard from his dying lips. Sev- 
- eral facts inconteſtibly prove this—ſuch as his addreſs 
to a company of ſympathiling females, who wept near 
his croſs —his prayer for his murderers—his conver- 
ſation with the penitent thief—his addreſs to his mo- 
ther and John—his exclaiming with a loud voice Elor, 
Eloi Lama Sabaithani—the cry © It is finiſhed” —and 
at the very moment of diſſolution his crying with a loud 
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voice, Thus Jefus, while natural irength was iti! 
green in him, and when earth and hell had exhavuſtc 
their fury in vain, made the-ſolema ſurrender of lite 
on behalf of ſinners. As God, ke offered up lis humai 
ſoul and body on the altar of Jehovah, for the expiation 
of fin. None but God could 'make ſuch an offering 
becauſe none but God had a 1ight to diſpoſe of life 
** Therefore doth my father loye me, becauſe I lay dowry 
my life, that I might: take it up again.” It was divine] 
power which Jeſus exerted in taking up life, or rifing 
from the dead, as all muſt confeſs; and by that very pow 
er it was, he laid down his life. * No man taketh if 
from me, but I lay it down of myſelf.” —Does this look 
like Mr. S's. idea, that Jevs and the dogs of hell to: 
his life away, and made him the feeble, degraded 
viatim of- their infuriaze vengeance? No, thanks tc 
God for theſe plain words, © No man taketh at fro 
me, but 1 lay it down of myſelf,” —The ſurrender wa! 
free, unconſtrained and godlike. The offering of Chriff 
was made, we are aſſured, Heb. ix. 14. by the eternal} 
ſpirit, or divine power. * I have power to lay it down? 
and I have power to take it again. This command | 
ment have I received of my Father,” This layin [ 
down of life, and taking it again, was in obedience. to 7 
$3716 command of God. Con this principle did th}; 
aviour engage for finners, iv that memorable compaC | 
with the Father. ** Then laid I lo, I come: in th{} 
volume of the book it is written of me: I delight ti} 
do thy will, O my Gud; yea, thy aiw is in my heart.” 
That theſe words reſpeQ the ſacrifice of J<lus upo 
the crols, is evident, from its being contraſted with th 
legal ſacrifices, ** Sacrifice and oforing thou didſt nc 
detre,” and from the comment of the Apoſtle upo 
this pailage, where the ſacrifice of Jeſus for fins is tai 
to fupercede the ſacrifices under the law. Heb. x. A 
— 12, The ſame doctrias is taught in Phil: ii, 3. «4 HS 
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humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the croſs.” Thus it is fern, that mm "ing 
he obeyed the commundinent, will andclaw of the father 
But plain 4s all this is, Mr. Stone has the tems: "rity to 
2Mert, *the law of God does not demandtr. docs nut ad- 
vis of ir,” W hile the humble chriitian relics upon 
the obedience of Jeſus, as poſſeſtng precious worth, 
this daring man preſumes upon the mercy of God, and 
makes the blood of the crofs a vain th ing. The Scrip- 
rures frequently fpeak of the Saviour's priettbood, and 
the factifices wich he made to God by death ;- but ac- 
cordiig to Mr, S's, bypothetis, the Jews and the devil 
are railed into the g —_— characters of prieſts, as they 


i. « ' 
lay the Lambot God, nd ofer him upon the crols: A 
charming priethood indeed, 


Prophecy, which, paints with circumſtantial exaQ- 
nets, the death of Meſhah informs us, that is pleazed 
the La ta brute bi'n, 6 nd put bim 29 grie 'f, Hai. lit, 
I Os That remark ible Tt S To Je! 1OVAIl, COoncerni ng 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt. when rovu thbalt mate O18 Foul an 
>f2ring for ent, Is very exprets ; nor leis to is the pro- 
:niſe made to' Mefhah, and the ground on winch it 
was to be acconipliſhied— He thall fre of the cravail 
of bis sgut, and be fatisted; becaute he naTHw puured out 
his:ſoul unta death,” 


- Mr. S. aſks, whether * God himfelf did attaally 
bruife > or Kill his ow! Son ?? If by bruiſe or kill, be 
meant to, take liſe violently, and without authority, 1 
fay no: but if by bruite or ki!'l; be underitood” to- take 
life by right, and according to ſtrict jullice, in a cale 
waere 1t 15 freely ſurrendered, I anfwer yes. That Je- 
hovah who is the giver of life to every creature, and 
fo the may Ch:iſt Jeſus; as well as others, ſhould ditpole 
of his life, and the- life of ever» creature, has nothing 
iN 10 repuwiiant 0 right realon, 


The author with his uſual adroitneſs, endeavours to: 


weaken the teſtimony of ,Zech« xiii. 7, * Awake, O' 


4] 


ſword, againſt my ſhepherd. and againſt the man that is - 


my fellow, faith the Lord of hoits ; ſwite the (hepherd, 
and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered,” 


© Tradition has ſanctioned it as the truth of God,. 


that this ſword is the 1word of juice.” p. 35+ 


What tradition Sir? Where is it ? -How long has it 
rolled down the current of time ? Is it written ororal? 
— Mr. $S. and every d:forganifing ſpirit exctaims a- 
painſt rradition, and under that leveling, undefined 
ame, would coutound crery thing, 


ever called a word.” (ibid.) 


Thus the author ſhifts his ground, and varies his 
poine of retreat from the difficulty. He firſt abuſes a 
tradit overy Lomething, which he names the word” of 
juitice, and then fpeaks of jurtice calied a rword. Is the 
iword of jurtiee the fame thing with gunice called @ 
j1word? No more the fame than the (word and the hand 
which brandiſhes it. This way of getting rid of a dif- 
ficulty, has very much the air of chicanery and trick. 
Hut mdeed 1 not blame him: "The paſlige had a 
frowning aſpect, and threw ſuch glances of vengeance 
towards his doatrine, as indicated a ttcoke that might 
be fatal. It was therefore neceſſary to (ot it afide in 
any way. To proceed; 1s there no hint in Seripture 
concerning -a (word of juſtice? What is that terrible 
thing which I ſee on the Eaſt of Eden? * A flaming 
ſword, which turned every way to--keep the tree of 
life ?"'* Was that flaming ſwords {word of juſtice, or 
not ?— What was that which Moſes and Ezekiel ſaw 
glitter in the hand of Jehovah? ** A ſword, a ſword 


whetted and furbithed for flaughter”f— What was that. 


* (Ges Mis 24. 4 Deut., xx, 41% Ezcks XXi» 28+ 
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ſword of Iſrael's excellency, mentioned, Devt. xxxiii. 
29. which thould cut off their enemies, and get them 
a glorious triumph? [The Ford himfſclf—Yes, Ifrae!'s 
incld of help, and ſword of excellency, or if the au- 
thor pleaſe, a ſword of juſtice, Are theſe no hints ? 


But fortunately itis found, that wicked men are the 
iword of the Lord, Pialm xvii. 13. And it follows, 
does it, that they are the ſword addreſſed in this pro- 
phecy ? To ſhew how flimſy the author's expoſition is, 
I will read the text in that way, by inſerting wicked 
men for sword. ** Awake, O wicked men, againſt my 
thepherd, and againſt the man that is my fellow ; ſmitc 
the theph rd”— What, does the Lord couſel wicked 
men, nay, command them, to commit murder! Iake 
care, Sir, you do not make God the author of fin.— 


The Saviour expounds the words very differently. ** It 


18 written, 1 (not wicked men,) will ſmite the ſhepherd, 
and the ſheep of the flock ſhall be ſcattered abroad.” 
Who is right, Jeſus. Chriſt or. Mr. S.? let the reader 
whoſe ſoul depends upon that ſacrifice for (in, deter- 
mine. 


Mr. Stone objects to me aoftrine of Gold bring ts 3+- 
conciled, © that it makes God changeable.” (p. 16.) 


This objection reſts upon the falſe principle that 
there is no wrath in God, and of courſe, that he needs 
no reconciliation, That God puniſhes fin by a poſitive 
interpolition, we have certain evidence ; .and what he 
does, he muſt .do from principle, or ſome tendency of 
his nature, moving him (0 that ation, For we can as 
eably conceive of .attion without an agent, as of an a- 


gent without principles of aftion. The principle. mo- 


ving Deity to punifh fin by a poſitive at, 1 call wrath ; 
and the Scriptures not-only allert is exiſtence, but in 


{ Matt. 2xyi» 531, 


[ 435) 


deſcribing it, uſe the boldeſt images 
impreffioa of its nature and operation. Either then, 
the Scriptures are deſigned to miſlead us, and excite 


our feelings unneceſſarily; or there does really exiſt 
fuch a _— as wrath in God,- "The exiſtence of 
this principle being granted, it is pHin, its operating or 
cealing to operate, produces no'thange in him; for a 


change of operation is no change of nature or princi- , 
ple, When God, therefore as, or forbears toaQtin ) 


the' puniſhment of fin, no change of nature or principle | 


can be inferred; both continue to be, what they. have 
been from eternity, Thus when God forbears to att 
in puniſting the finner, on account of the obedience 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, he is fail tobe reconcil- 
ed ; and yet in that reconciliation 1nd charge of nature 


or principle takes place, but only 'of tendency or ope- 


ration, He 1s now the [are that he ever was. So 
that this redoubted objeQtion which meets vs in every 
part of Mr. Stones bobk; whel cloſely viewed, turns 
out 10 be juſt nothing at'all : like the tall ghoſt that 
chills the blogd-*of the midnight traveller, it proves a 
fleeting harmleſs :Nufion, 


It canind&t be grace, but” debit in 'God'to 


— 


ſins, the 4uthor alfe@ges, f oor forery Has pbk wh Yb 
n had faid before him... 


to © x So Mr. Morga 
«© When ſatisfaftion has been made, the remiſhon of 
the penalty muſt after that "be an at of juſtice,”and 


cannot be conſidered” as an a&'of pardon,'or anat'of” 


grace,” * 


The objeQion turns.upor the old fallacy of 
ry juſtice. It is ſtrange Mr. S. carmot drop the idea 
of creditor and debtor, and confider the ſudjeQ ina 
corre point of view. Does the ſuffering a civil pen- 
alty by one perſon, change the moral charaQter of 'ano- 


o Moral Philoſopher, P+ 149, 


,to give us an awful 


pecunia- 
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ther? Certainly no—and if; not, it will fill be grace 
to forgive-him, tho his ſubſtitute has ſuffered for him, 
Hiſtory furniſhes ' an inſtance to illuſtrate my meaning. 
Zaleucus, the Locrian Legiſlator, framed a law, by 
which adultery was to'be puniſhed in the perſon viola» 
ting it, with the loſs of both his eyes. It happened 
that his own ſon was convicted of the crime, and ſen- 
tenced to endure the penalty, To fupport the dignity 
of the law, and yet to preſerve ſight to his ſon, the be- 
nevolent Zaleucus had one of his ſon's eyes, and one of 


his own- put out. 


In this caſe, the ſuffering of Zaleucus did not change 
the 'moral charafter of his ſon ; he was ſtill criminal, 
tho-his father had ſuffered for him. Juſt ſo, tho? Jeſts 
has ſuffered as the ſinners” ſubſtitute, to meet the claims 
of juſtice, the moral charaQter of the ſinner is not chan- 
ged; heneecs forgiveneſs, and it-will be grace in God 
to pardon' his fins thro' the obedience of his ſurety, 
« In whom, we bave red<mption thro” bis blood—the 


forgiveneſs of lins according 46 the riches of his 
grace.” f | 


The laft objetion which Mr. Stone offers to ſurety- 
righteouſneſs is, that ** it lulls to ſupinenc's and Nloths 


fulpeſs in religion.” 


It is remarkable, that every man who revolts from 
the-plain-truths of cÞbriſtianity, rever fails to ys ach 
the doQtrine of juſtification, by the righteovinels of 
Chriſt, with leading to licentiouſneſs, or as Morgan 
phraſes it, *' laying a foundation to ſupport iniquity by 
grace;”#® I cannot open ;the writings of avy erroriſt, 
or infdel- of any age or country, without meeting this 


— 


t Flavel's Works, Vok. 1, p. 109. t Eph. i. 7. 


* Moral Philoſophy, V ol. 1, p. 170, 
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ſenfelefs ſlander. What Mr. S. infinuates here it: 
germs of the molt malignant ſarcaſm, is but the ſame 
unavailing calumny which nag hen tried again and a- 

ain. Surely he mult have b&en very much at a Jols 
bo weapons to affail chriſtians, when he has to reſort 
ſo often to thoſe pointleſs ones, with which infidelity 
has exhauſted all its Qrengih agaialt the religion of 


Jeſus, 


'T) Hos gleans ct. hunted ſhafts that have recoll'd, 1 
*" And aims thea at the ſhield of truth agains” 


It is however not a little confoling, to find- ourſelves 
placed in the fame gtoup with'Se,” Paul, and the prima- 
tive chriſtians ; tos whoſe” dottrines the» very {lame ob- 
jeQion was' offered—* 3hall we continns tr fi that 
grace may abound?” was the queſtion in thoſe days, 
as well as out own. ' Nor is it among the leaſt proofs 
of our opinions Veing the ſame with theirs; that the 
ſame things are bbjeRed to ours; that were to theirs, 
B.t we deny the faQt, that cur views of chriſtianity 
lead us to fingthat grace may abound, or mike no -lefs ac- 
dent in the purſuit of holinets. Wenve praftical proof 
that the objection 'is as unfounded, as it is illiberal. 
Thouſands while they conſider with ts ruth effeR as 
Mr. $S. and his difciples, * that withours holineſs no 
man ſhall ice the Lord,” are truſting only vpon the pre- 


cious blood and righteouineſs of Jeſus, for juſticatidn - 


before Gold. Thoufands who have not the Traurntry 
and HArDiHooD to found their hope of heaven upon 
the ground of perſonal merit, are aiming at vaiverſal 


purity of nature, aud perfecting holineſs in the frar of 


390d. 


64 ———— 9 proud, por worn, 


Concrived in fins, offending from thy yourh, 
In every point tranfgreffor of the law 

Of righteoufneſt, of merit towards God 
Drezam if thou canil ; or madman if thou arr; 
otand on that pl-a for heaven, and (bo. vudone,s”? 


TY 


- 4 believe and tremble.” 
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There is no doubt with me, the principles of religion” 
which men adopt, will have a decided mflaence upon 
their habits and morals; and, if I may ſay it, the dot- 


trines I now oppoſe, will have the greateſt poſſible ten- 
dency to lull the mind into a danperous, if not fatal re- 


- poſe. What fo congenial to the corrupt propenſities of 


the human heart, fo foothing to its numerous prejudi- 
ces, or ſo flattering to its vanity and *preſumprion as 
the very liberal - creed of Mr. S.?—Faith and repent- 
ante are all that can be neceſſary in order to forgive- 
neſs, and thefe the finner can exerciſe at any 'moment 


- he chuſes to exert his power—Men are juſtified on 


the: ground of perſonal tmerit, ar becauſe they are actu- 
ally righteous, and not becauſe Jeſus Chri wu 


- - the law, and brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs — 


God is all love, and'th:s love is fixed upon the race of 
Adam—the ever beaming ſtreams of infinite love flon 
out to every pitt bf. the,univerſe, and penetrate even 
to the profoundeſt bell—.In GoG'there is not, nor can 


' + be any thing like wrath, vengeance or indignation, that 


will conſume the adverſary; or inflit pains, upon bold 
tranſgreſſors—How far ſuch principles will go to make 


' + - men holy, let thoſe decide who adopt them, and reſt 


the trial of eternity upon their truth ; but I know a 
certain part of the univerſe where ſuch a creed would 
not find retainers—it1s where the wretched inhabitants 


— _ 
— 


CHAPTER IT, 


that the former one had thrown the mind of his correſ- 
ondent, into a dreadful ſtate of confuſion. I was go- 


oh toſay with ſome ' indignation, he-mulſt have been | 
_ very weak indeed, to bave been confuſed, nay, dreadful. - 


- HE Second Letter opens with an intimation, 1 
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ly confuſed, by ſuch a produQion! But my eye caught | 
the next ſentence and I think I ſmiled. ** You are 3 


convinced that Calviniſm has no foundation in truth,” 
What! convi&tion of the falſehood of Calviniſm;and yet 
the mind in'a ſtate of confuſiont -Conviftion andconfu- 
ſion, nay, dreadful confuſton in the ſame mind! A: 
ſtrange match indeed! Then light and” darkneſs may 


of the truth or faKchood-of: any” ſyſtem ſhould be- 


the reſult” of 'talm, "ſedate ' refleQion; - of extenſive - 
views of the ſubjeQ-m- all its parts, connections - 


and dependencies, and- of candid,--unbiafſed com- 
pariſon of that with other ſyſems,/ | When there is a - 
claſhing of thoughts and dillocation ' of ideas, the mind: 


truth,” at tht lips of the moſt admired 'caſuiſt. From 


what I know of'human neture, I cannot queſtion that */ 
it is a primary obje& with thoſe who are fond of difſem-' | 
inating peculiar error, or favorite opinons t6- make 


their onſet in'this way : 


They aſffail eſtabliſhea and long cheriſhed ideas, with 
every art of 'ſophiſtry' and zeal ; they declaim boldly 
againſt the dangerous tendency'and tyranny of ſuch' 


opinions ; they bid you throw off the: flaviſh'' yoke of } 


prejudice, aſſume your liberty and be happy. 


go into . wedlock. I had always thought conviction - 


muſt be in a very improper condition to judge whether | 
Calviniſm be truth or falſehood, or to learn & what is + 


EE Eee a EE... ES. 


Where the plan ſucceeds, the mind is thrown off 
ts | 


ivot, its operations are deranged, and that equi» |} 


noble and harmony of intelleQual powers, ſo neceſſary | 


Tl 
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1h purſuits after-truth, entirely loſt. AN is confuſion ! 
dreadful confuſion! The trembling pupil is now pre- 
pared to believe any-thifig. Whether Mr. Stone uſes 
that proceſs of proſelyting, I have no right” to''deter- 
mine, but ' paſs on to-hear the an{wer-to- the queſtion 
«what-is truth ?” 


© God and man are at Twos”— Their natures - 2re 
perfettly oppoſed one to the other—Chriſt came as 
mediator, to * at-one' them, or make them one,” * 
When I read the criticiſms on the words atone, and 
atonement, I cannot be perſuaded that the author could 
apply to-himfſelf the words of Paul :-+* When I became a 
min,” put away childiſh things/*-It 18 really a pity to 
ſee a man wearing theivenerable eharafter ofa chriſtian 
miſter, trifling-as he 'does with the Engliſh language, 
and the/wora of Godin this part of the letter. S the 
object of my-/purſuit- is" to attend to his ' theological 
opinions, -more than his [literary quahifications, I ſhall 
leave him to the undiſturbed poſſethon of ns & aT-Twos,” 


- AT-ONE, AT-ONEMENT,and attend to thezdoQtrines raiſed 


from his criticiſms. 4% Hence it-is plain, that atone- 
ment differs not from regeneratron;” This xdea 1s cog- 


\ firmed/from the' meaning of the word atonement: under 


the law: There it' is explained to lignify ** purging, 


_eleanſing, moſt generally, if not always.” 


I will grant that, purging, cleanſing, and atonement 
meancthe fame thing, bur will it-follow that regenera- 
tion and atonement are the ſame? If they be, then ac- 
cording to Mr. S.'s doQrine, the altar, the leprous 
houſe; the book, the tabernacle, and the veſicls 'of the 
miniſtry were all regenerated. Regeneration is fome- 
thing» done in-us, not ſomething done for: us; but 
atonement was fometK#ng done for the-perſons who el- 
joyed that privilege, not in them. Something by whish 
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wrath was averted, and purification (vbtained, The 
uſual phraſe' is * the prieſt ſhall niake an-atonement for 
him, or them, and his, or their fin was forgiven,” (See 
Lev. iv. 20, 26, 31, 35.-—v. 10, 13, 16,118; —vi.7.) 


'By © purging,” it is evident the ſcriptures mean 
ſomething different from perſonal putity, -or regenera- 
tion—'Phus it 1s ſaid of Jeſus, * When he had by him- 
ſelf purged our ſins, ſat down on the right hand of the 
Majeſty on High ;”"* but if the word means a moral 
cleanſing, cr change of nature, then Jeſus did'not*ſet 
down at the right hand of God, tj] after the regenera- 
tion of chriſtians in the apoſtles days, 


« And almoſt all things are by the law purged with 
blood, and without ſhedding of blood is no remiſhon.” 
It was therefore neceſſary that the patterns of things m 
the heavens ſhould be purified [purged] with theſe, [{a- 
crifices of blood,] but the heavenly things them ſelves 
with better facrifices than theſe.”+ From this text rt8 
plain, moral purity* cannot be intended, becauſe places 
and things which, are {aid to be purged; could not be 
the ſubjeAs of it, and becauſe heavenly things them- 
ſelves were purged by better ſacrifices, It muſtmeen 
ttien, either to 'conſecrate ary thing, or 'tufn away 
wrath from it ; in this ſenſe it cannaturally and pro- 
perly apply to places and things; for theſe may be fub- 
ze to judgment, ora curſe for man's Take ; or from 
their connection with man, conſecration may be necefſ. 
ſary. To make atonement, or purge with tlood,” places 
or things, is to do that by which wrath, or judgment 1s 
averted ar prevented from falling upon them for man's 
lin, or by which they are ſet apart to 2 ſacted uſe, © 


The Hebrew word kapar, which is tranſlatcd atone. 
and ſometimes purge, never Ggnifes to change, regen» 


* Heb. i. 3—t ix. $2, 28. 
I 
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erate, or make pure ; but to expiate and appeaſe. Its 
* radical meaning is to cover any thing.® 1 lus it figni- 
hes .to cover in, as in the following paſſages; Pialm 
Ixv. 3- As for our tranſgreſſions thou ſhalt purge them 
away (the Hebrew thou [halt cover, or ez1.1ate then,) 
Pſalm Ixxix. 9g. Purge away our fins for thy name's 
{ake (Hebrew, cover or expiate) our fins. (Compare 
Pſalm Ixxx. 2.—xxxVvii. 2, with Rom. iv. 7.) | 


More frequently it refers to the perſon of the finner, | 
and ſignifies to cover him from puniſhment or ſuffering, | 

as in Exodus xxx, 15, 16, The rich ſhall not give more, 

and the poor ſhall not giveleſs than half a ſhekel, whcn 

they give an offering unto the Lord, to make an atone- 

ment for ycur louls. And thou ſhalt take the atonement 

ef the childier: of Ifracl, and ſhall appoint it for the 
ſervice of the tabernacle of the congregation, that it 

may be a memorial unto the children of Iſrael before 

the Lord, to make an atonement for your ſouls ; with 
which the reader will compare the 12th verſe. The Ved 
word is uled to expreſs the ſame idea in the 4th, 16th, | 

# 19th chapters of Leviticus, and great variety of places 

[; beſide, 


The word 1s employed to deſcribe the atonement 
.made by Phinehas, when he turned away the wrath of 
the Lord from the children of Iſrael, and ſecured to 
himſelf and to his ſeed, God's gracious covenant of 


peace.} 


| The reader may alſo conſult Exod. xxxii. 30. Pſalm 
lxxviii. 38. Jerem. xvili. 234. where the. word is uſed in 
the ſame ſenſe. Having thus ſhewn that to atone, or 
make-atonement,does not mean as this author ſuppoſes, 
to make one, or to regenerate ; but to expiate lin, ar 


* Zce Parkhurſt, Taylor, Robertſon, and Pagninus on the 
ord. t Numb. xxv. 13, comp. verſes 11, 12- 


5 ©. 


proteRt the finner from wrath.—I now proceed to ex- 
amine his notions about reconciliation; 


© A hint to the learned.” (p. ar.) The learned 'cer- 
tainly will not be wanting in a ſenſe of obligation to 
the author for his inftruqive hint, and biblical criti- 
ciſm, wil! doubtleſs be enriched greatly by lo valyable 
an acceſſion. * The word (katallage) rendered atone- 
ment in our tranflation, is every where cle 1 the 
New Teſtament rendered reconciliation.” The au- 
thor refers to Rom. v. 11. ** By whom we have re- 
ceived the atonement.” Well then, let it be reconcih-" 
3:tion. © By wtbm we have received the reconciliation.” 


It is then DOmething received from Chriſt, and not 
{vine perſonal change « Mr. 5. concludes. 


—_ 


* Reconcilnatiowand zfonement are the ſame thing,” 
and ** ena 7 aot from regeneration.” What 
a ranggJudicrous aſpett weald it give feripture,did we 
on 3 revd iswith this avthor”s gloſs. * For if when 
have were enemies, we were reconciled {regenerated} 
' to God, b teat of his Son +: much more being re- 
conciled | regenerated} we ſhidl be ſaved by his life.” 
Then Paul and all the cchriftians of his time, were re- 
erated when they were enemies, and yet, (amazing 
to tell) after this regeneration, their ſalvation was yet 
a future thing, and to be effeQed by the life of Jeſus ! 
Take one more, Col. i. 20. ** And having made peace 
through the Llood of his croſs by h reconcile [re- 
generate} all things unto himſelf, by him, I fay, whether 
they be things in heaven, of thipgs on exrth, or things 
under the carih.,” By this mode Myapoſitio all things 
in heaven wel enemief'to G needed regenera- 


tron. 


_* Inthelawgof Voſ-s alfo, atonement, and reconci- 
lation are ſynonymous,” Yes, 'exa@ly ; the! word ka- 
par 1s «Iternately rendered to make atonement and re- 
conciliation z to atone and reconcile—but we muſt find 
lome. other meaning than regeneration, 

” 1. 
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*. From this view. of propitiation, we lee that it does 
rot difter. from atonement, reconciliation, and re- 
generation.” It 1s in perſeQ harmony with the two 
hicit, but differs widely from the laſt, as would appear 
3f the plac@of reconciliation be ſupplied by regeneration. 
Rom. lit, 23. ** Whom God hath fet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation [regeneration] Ec, 1 Joha ti. 2. And he is 
the proþittution [regeneration ] for our fins. (iv. 10.) He 
loved us and fent his Son to be the propitiation, (the 
regenzration} for our lins; and in Hebrews ii. 17. ac- 
cording to this view, Jeius came to regenerate the ftias 
of the people; Jlaskertbat tas amariias tou lagu. 


* The word ilaſkeithati, tranſlated in this verle, re- 
conciliation, 1s every where-elſe in the New Teſtament / 
tranllated propitiation., Rom. ity 23- 1 Jahn tt. 2.—tv. 
19. P,. 22.” Another hint for the learned1+* The word 
frcſth.i, bere tranllated reconciliation.” Stop there, 
it is not trafflited reconciliation; bart 4s Tt hould be, 
*'t5 make reconciliation.” What mult the learned 
think of this blunder !—mititing = verd for a noun. 
4 Is every wherc clſe in the New Teſtament tranſlated 
Propitiation.” It is not ; no, indeed it is tot. There is 
not_one place in the whole New Tefllament where 
GHakeftbar,” is tranflated propitiation, nor can it be, 
tar the former is a vers, and the latter 2 noun. 


- The author refers to Rom. iii. 25. 1 John 11. 2, and 
Iv, 104; as pallages in which the word is ſo rendered, 
and yet Haſke? hai, is not be fount in etther of thele 
texts ;- but z/asterion, and iamas — Words which are 
very prope: ly tranſlated propitiation. 1 am really forry 
to lee Mr, Stone expoſ- hinlclf thus tothe agimadver- 
ſions of the public. The only obſervation I ſhall make 
with reſpe& to ſuch lapſes, is, that he would occupy 
the place of, an;humble enquirer after truth, with more 
propriety than the chair of a diftator, or the throne of 
ſ{eftarian partialivy. Ax leaftir ſhoull lower that tone 
of confidence, with which he addrefſes-the whole chrit- 


tian world,as being blind, miſled bv ſytem, and ranging. 
uader the tandardofihe red dragon, ; | 


b -33 3 


Were Mr. Stone as well acquainted with his Greek 
Teſtament as he hould be, he would find «the very 
word uſed in Heb ii. 17. in one more text, which would 
be fatal to the whole doctrine of his book; 'I mean 
Luke xviii. 14. * God be merciful to me -a ſinner,” 

O 'Theos alalthett mor to amartola, God be propuiiated 10 
me a tihiner. Here fee a fin-burdened penttent, pray- 
ing his God to he © propitious to his_ſoul, contrary to 
what Mr. Stone fays, that it is /infpoſſible God thould 
be propiziated or appealed. Who #5 right, Mr. 5. or 
the publican? The potblican we are very certain ;-.be- 
caule this man went down to his houſe juſtified ; and I 
molt .heartily pray the farmer may learn to utter the 
ſame prayer, with all the pathorate emphaſis of a penu- 
tent, and like hiv bave joy and peace ia beheviags 


To underſtand the dotrine of propitiation more per- 
fefly, I beg Jeaye to obſerve, that the Hebrew noun 


Kaparat, derived Tron the word kapar, which I haye 
before ſte wn to fignily atgne, reconcile, protect, was 
the name of the lcd covering the.ark of the covenant, 
taacde of pare gold. On this, and before it, the nigh 
prieſt was to ſprink'e the blugd of rhe expiatory facrt- 
fices on the great day of atonement.®*- ** The ſeptua- 
pint render ityin Exod. xzv. 17. by ilaſterion epithema, 
a propitiatory led or covering ; but generally ilaſterion 
a propitigtory; by witch name Its Pau ip Bad >, 
Heh. ix- 5. Andby applying it ta Chriſt, Rom. iii. 25. 
whom God ſet forth, ilalterion a_propitiatory or 
mercy-feat, aflares us :bat. was the true. mercy-leat, 
the reality of which the 4aparat,, repreſenied to the 
ancient beligvera.” Þ- 


At the mercy-ſeat. fprinkled with the. blood of axpia- 
tion, God promiſed to meet with his people, to com- 
mune with them, and deliver anſwers, o! peaceand mer- 
c&.} In Jeſus alone, who. is the, truc mercy-ſeat;' we 


—— 


"her: Zvi. 14, 15. } Parkburſke\ 4 Exod. zxv+. 17, 22", 
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| draw nigh to God and die not, None who approached in 


{ any other way are accepted, but ſhare a like fate with 


| the fons of Aaron, who brought unhallowed incenſe” 
| | defore him. 

 Asa principal object of Mr. Stone's book is, to-prove 
that God is not the (ubjeR of reconciliation with Gnners, 
F ſhall fabmir the rollowing obſervations to the read- 
ers” judgment : 


1, All the Tewiſh offerings for ſin-were made to Dei- 
ty.,* Unto the.Liord did the commandment requirethe 
offerings to be made, and unto the Lontwas it — 


ly made.” Levci.'g, 13, 14,17: tas 


ks 4 S n | = 
As the offering was made to the Lordy fo whenthte 


ceremony. was performed by faith, and according t9 
law, * The.Lord accepted. it,” See Lev. Xi. and com- 
pare veries 214 23, 25, and chap, 1. 4+ 


_ 


= 
- 


A viſible token was that (504 
did aQually accept Uiorob ation LG of the 
Lord appeared unto all tzepeoph the#&Teme hre 
out from before the-Lord, and contumed upon the altar, 
\the burnt offerings and the fat, which, when the pe- ple 
ſaw they ſhoutev, and feil- upon their faces.” (Liv. 
ix. 23, 24.) This happened-in the —_—_E Abel: for 
God reſtified uf his gifcs; . 


To God then was the atonement wade: becauſe hi 
altar received the ſacrifice, his prieft offered it; and 
fire conſumed it, .2s we have fern im the paſſage } 
quoted, to witneſs theacceptance of theoblation. God's 
all aonſuming wrath fell up in the victim, and not on 
the firmer. Well might the [ſraclites ſhout and fall vp- 


on their !'aces at ſucn a Ggnt. 


. - When the offering was not accepted,” the perſon, or 
——_ bs -— ny, 4t was made, dere his, or their fin, 


WT | 


and puniſhment was inflited.* "Thus -Mofes prayed 
God not to * reſpeA the offering of Korah, Dathan } 
and Abiram.” Fact proves their offering was not ref: 
peed ; fin lay heavy en their fouls ; Korab and his af- 
ſociates in rebellion, ** went down alive into the pit, 
and the carth cloſed upon them; then fhre came out 
from the Lord, and conſumed the 250- prieſts 'who of- | 
fered © incenſe” on their behalf at the dobr-of the ta) 
bernacle.”t | 
At the fall of theſe men, the children ofIſrzel mur- 7 
mured agaiiſt Moſes and Aaron, charging them with ! 
killing She people of the Lord ; like ſome in our day, 7 
they believed there was no wrath in God, but in man; 5 
in Moſes ard Azron, and thought theſe men had ated 
very wickedly.in murdering God's dear people. Al! 
how many are «{tcemed. the Lord's people, -who-are 


- 


aQually lying under his curfe?! 


The exceflive charity of the © people had well nigh 
proven their ruin: for lo! while they affaulted t 
prophet, and the pric(t of God, his * glory appeared,” 
and the Lord faid, to Moſes ** Get you up from among 
this cenprenns, that I may conſume them as in a 
moment.” People ſhould beware how they call ſome 
the people of the. Lord, and quarrel with God's regu- 
larly appointed miniſters, when obliged to refort to ex- 
cihon! ©* And Moſes faid unto Aaron, take a cenſer 
and put fre therein from off the -altar, and put on in- 
 cenſe, and g> quickly unto the congregation, and MAKE 
AN ATONEMENT FOR THEM; for there is 
WRATH - GONE OUT FROM THE LORD, 
and the plague is begun. And Aaron took as Moſes 
commanced, and ran into the” midſt of the congregi-, 
tion, and behold the pla s bepun a [t the peo- 
—_— put on incenſe, ade an ATONEMENT 
UR THE PEOPLE.” nd he ſtood between the 
dead, asd the livng, and the plague was Rayed,” (Num. 


| 
| 


® Lev. vii 18. + Numb. 15-35, IP, 
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' xvi. 41—48) The reader may compare this paſſage with 
A Sam. xarv. 25; where David made'an altar unto the 
Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
* and the Lord was irtreated for the land, and the 
lague was ſtayed from Iſrael.” The hiſtory of this 
: fame event"is fo remarkable im another place;* that I 
” 'cannethbelp tranſcribing it ;'* And David built an altar 
to the/Lord, ant offered burnt offerings and peace of- 
ferings, and called upon the Lord, AND HE AMN- 
SWERED HIM FROM HEAVEN BY FIRE upon 
” thealtarofburat offerings, And the Lord commanded the 
A angel,andjhe putup his +wordagain in the ſheath thereof.” 


The plain doQtrrine of - theſe fcriptures is, that there 
was an aCtual expiation for :fin made to the Lord by 
ſacrifice, to turn away wrath from offenders, or that 
the offender's guilt was transfered to a ſubſtituted 
victim,/and God accepting that victim releaſed the of- 
fender from puniſhment. IS | 


Whether we like it or not, this is wht cheword of 
God teaches, and I-cannot doubt- a momedt that-G 
is reconciled ' to 'finners. 6) 


2, 'T am led to. the fame doftrine by conſidering the 
peace offerings, or ſacrifices of reconciliation, Theſe 
were -eminent*rypes of him, whom Iſaiah ſtyles the 
| Prince of Peace, and whom Paul by way of emphaks 

ſtyles our prace, Offerings were neoſelſeAly made to 
avert wrath, or cover the finner from puniſhment. 
Now of theſe oblations were-both God and man to 
partake, which: proves undeniiably that reconciliation 
was neceſſary'on: God's part as well as on the finner's.f 


', $3. The ſacrifice of the piaſſover 'was -intended 'to 
| ſhelter from wrath. With the'blood 'of 'the Paſchal! 
' Lathb, were the fide poſts and lintels of the doors of 
the children of Irael ſprinkled, and whea-the angel of 


* 1 Chron," «xi, 26, 27, &f Lev. iii, 6, 16-vii, 11,27. 
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Wa 
16ath paſſed thiodgh the land* to Ny the felt born of 


Egypt, he paſſed over every houſe which was proteQted 
Dd 4 fign of ,peace. *© For even Chriſt our paffover is 
ſacrificed for us.” 1 Cor. v. 7. 


4. The ſolemnratification ofthe covenant of peace be- 
tween God and Abraham recorded Gen. xv, ſpeaks the 
fame language. The patriarch prepared the vitims ac- 
cording to the divine command, and divided them into 
equal/parts,- he placed the ſevered bleeding limbs op- 
polite to each-other, leaving a paſſage between them. 
This done, he paſſed through the palpitating parts him- 
ſelf, and waited with ſolemnity and compolure the ap- 
pearance of Deity About dark, behold the ſheckinah, 
or viſible token of -God's preſence, paſſed between the 


pieces of the feparated victim, 'as © a- ſmoking fur-. 
nace, and a burning lamp; and en that day God made. 


2.cCovenant with Abraham.” 


Thos was Gods: gracious tovenant ratified by each 


party paſſing between ths pieces; It may be-remarked _ 


that this tranſation had an 1mmedliate . reference to 
Chriſt; becauſe the Hebrew word Berith, here tranſla- 
ted geovenant; means-a purifier, a purifying victim, or a 
purification gacrafice; and is uſed ſeveral tunes in ferip-, 
ture as-a-perſonal title of Jeſus Chriſt. Iſai. xt. 5. 
4-Give thee as a covenant | Berith] to the people ;” al- 
{0 lxixa8..Zcch. ix; 11. As for thee alſo by the blood 
of. thy. covenant, þBerith] &c. 


Jeſus. Chritt*then- was the true Berith, or purifying 


victim, cut off for the ratification of a 'treaty of peace” 


between God and man, who;hath expreſſed their recon+ 
ciliation;by pailing.through, the Berith cut in twain, 


T have. this availed myſclf of the'evidence of the 
law, becauſe I view it ag typical chriſtianity ; and as 
giving convincing and impreſſive proot of the. dotring 
I-purſue.” lf ve had;believed Moſes, ye: would baye 
believed on me.” One reaſon why men-miſtake Jeſus, 


| } \ 
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; _ The, ceremenial; obſervances were, we are. taughit, 
* the ſhadows . of good things to come.” "The holy pla- 
ces made with hands were Fears of the. true ; and ac- 

. cording to-the law, the prieſts that offered gifts, ſerved 

unto the example aud ſhadow of heavenly things ; as 
Moles was admoniſhed of God when he was about to 
make the tabernacle. ** For ſee,” ſaith he, © That thou 


mike all things according to the pattern ſewed. thee 
in-the mount,” *" 
p $ 
_ All the: Levitical' inſtitutions, the prieſthood, the 
, Holy places and facrifices, were copies, or drafts, ex- 
attly taken. from the heavenly tabernacle—The prieſt- 
hood aad ſacrifice of Jeſus, being the originals ſhewn 
p | to Moſes-in the mount.. 
j 


 , * The law of ceremonies then; was'the true goſpel 

| _ in<opy, typeor figure, Uraftell from a' model in'the hea- 

 vens, and this being ſo, the proofs which Ihave drawn, 

. or may draw from that ſource, are all to carry the ſame 
force, as if taken from the goſpel itlelf, 


"5. I now proceed to obſerve, that reconciliation was 
neceſſary on God's part, becauſe the ſacrifice of Jeſus 
was made direly.to God. + How, much more ſhall 
the blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal ſpirit. or- 
FERED HIMSELF without SPOT TO GoD, purge your con- 
Iciences from dead works; and walk in love as Chriſt 
alſo hath loved us, and given bimself for us an offering, 
and a SACRIFICE TO GOD for a ſweet ſmel.ing favor.”f 


*There we ſee that the grand original ſacrifice from 
which the legal ſacrifices were copied}; the grand oh 
totyps or model from which they were drawn by Mo- 
+, Jes in the mount, was orFi RED UP To GOD, and-we can 

Have no difficulty in eencluding that its primary de- 


? Heb. IX. &. Eph. V. 2, 


| Hebrew x:; Ll, vids 8%. 


'*. 


50:1 
fizn was, ta reconcile him to man, or, which rs .the.- | 
{ime thivig, to tutn away the wrath of an offended" God | 
from a periſhing world. ok Ef 


* Daniel, ſpeaking of the advent of 'Methih,. and the 
defign of it, ſays, ** ſeventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh*the tranſ 

-fion, and to make an end of fins, and to make recs::- 
iliation for iniquity.” The reconciliation mention: 
ed here, will be better underſtood | if along with 
it, we take the Apoſtle's comment. * "Wherefore, 
in all things it behoved him to be made like unto 
his brethren, that he-might be a faiihfil and mercifu} 
hizh- prieſt, in things 'pertaining t» Got, to make re- 
conciliation for the fins of "the peopl-.''— This was a 
reconciliation made for the 1ins of tbe perple, and could 
not be any thing effe&ted in them It was accompliſh- 
ed by a ' ſacrifice, and prrett, to whon the Levitical 
prieſthood and f{acrifices pornted; as th- obſjeR ' from 
which they derived their worth and efticacy. And as 
reconciliation under the law conſiited in the averting 
of 'wrath; that” made by the facrifice of Chriſt, mult be 
exaaly.'of. the ſame nature. We are particulacly guar- 
ded againſt miſtake, in contemplating this palſage by 
the clauſe, ** in things pertaining to God ;” which in- 
timates that what was done by our high prieſt to pro- 
cure recont.iliation, had an immediate reference to 
God, as the perſon to whom the offering was made; 
and who in that way was to be reconciled, , 


6. I now come to prove the ſame doQtine by plain, 
poſitive ſcriptures, which I will introduce as they oc- 
cur to- mind, without the formality of remark or 
comment. * He was bruiſed for our iniquities,” and 
the chaltiſement of our peace was upon hin— Ffai_ 11, 


5. Behold the man whoſe name is the BRANCH —Even 


. Chap, 1% 24, 


Cr Wo 7 


he ſhall build the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall bear 
the glory, and ſhall fitandrule upon the throne, and he 
* fhall be a prieft upou the throne, and the COUNSET, 
OF , PEACE SHALL -BE - BETWEEN , THEM 
BOTH..Zech. vi. 12,13. Glory to God in the higheſt, 
and on carth;s PEACE and GOOD WILL towards 
men... Luke 1: ,a4.. Therefore, being juſtified by faith, 
we have PEACE WITH GGD THROUG OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIS! Rom. w 1. And | will 
eſtabliſh -my covenant,with thee, aad thou ſhalt know 
that I am the Lord :; Lhat thou mayeſt remember, and 
be confounded, and gever open. thy «mouth any more, 
when Lam PACIFIE DFI(recoiciled toward thee for all 
that: thow haſt done, (aith the Lord God. Ezek- xvi. 62, 
63. Can any perion who pretends to beligve in inſpi- 
ration read theſe plain texts, and venture to ſay God 
cannot. be, propiziated ,or reconciled? _ If he can, he 
is to. be pitied for having denied the faith, and become 
more than an infidel. 


Mr. Stone aſks and.repties, © From. whom or from 
what did Chrut xedeem, &c..? 1 anſwer birt, from the 
devi ” (p- 24s) | FP 


That freedom:from the - bandage. of ſatan is a fruit 
er conſequence of. redemption in Chrift, is certainly 
true; Lage ak nis.; blood was ſhed as the price of | the 
finner's ranſom from the devil, has no foundation in 
ſcripture. Not a fingle paſſige cornftiins ſuch an odious 
dofhring. ©, Does any. one of 'thole texts, which the au- 
| thor;quates, prove-1t? :Noygrthey-all prove the reverſe, 
 that- ind before cony een remain,under IPA: 
: er and dominion. On this ſubject Mr. 8. fays,. n 
/ Chriſt bad fGnithedthe work of redemption, he aſcended. 


'The Hebrew apar, wy hach has been already 
i ada” = already 


| 
þ 
q 
4 
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Pſalm Izviii. 18, They who were in eapfivity to the f 


devil, are now captivated by Jeſus, by tis love; and , 


led captive 10 glory” —This is a nice fpeculation in- 
deed! Jeſus Chriſt has finiſhed the work of redemp- 
tion, and led finners captive to glory, and yet they, 
poor ſouls are under the power of the dgvil. Rederip- 
tion is complete, the ranſom is conſummated, and fill 
the objeAts of it are left to vir in bontage - to the 
god of this world !— The Saviour redeems and triumphs, 


ut not a ſingle ſoul mounts upward in histrain ! This 


's giving him a mock triumph truly !'-—-Where did the 
author learn that * leading captivity captive,” means 
captivating finners by love? If that be» true, it will 
happen that Jeſus has not yet aſcended up on high, and 


never will, until all the ranfomed of the Lord arrrve at © 


Mount Sion. The paſſages he refers to, (t ph. ry. 6. 
PC. Ixvini. 18.) give a very different repreſentation of 
Meſhek's aſcenſion-and trumph. Having ſpoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, and Jragging ther” captive in 
his train, the exulting Conqueror arole imto the higheſt 
heavens, and received gifts for men ; yea, forthe r8> 
bellious, What theſe gifts are, the ſcriptutes eve 
-ſns 


where aſſure us ; repentance and the remaſhion 
with every ſpiritual bleſſing. Compare Eph. iv. 
with AQts v.31. 2 Tim. ii. 25. Our, redemption, 
" and ſatan "9y eltect of Chriiit's death; and alc. 
on into glory, and is 2 redemptiosf by power, not 
RG Wes was delivered for - NO L 
was raiſed again for ovr juſt!fication—Who is he th 


blood was complete, final, ard eternal, 
ered the jut fr the unjul; and ſod 
orms us *That he BHo 


On -\fie croſs, be 
c 


_— 


— — — 
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on the right hand of the Majeſty on high.” And apain, 
« By his own blood he ente” ,d in once into the Loty 
lace, having obtained eter.ial {er =0e0 for ug.”* 
From this it wi ks there was accomp:ihed a complete 
and eternal redemption, whe the Faviour aſc«aded 07 
high. This redemption, was ot that redempiivy rrom 
the "devil or fin, wfich is -ePfecd ay whe power of 
a riſen Saviour ; but a redemption from the claims of 
efended juſtice. The one opened the way for the other ; 
and they are in their nature, very diſtinguiſhable, 
though as cloſely tonnefted as cauſe and effect. 


" "Burt why does Mr. S. call it redemption ==11, when 
all that the Saviour has done (andfiz will do more, 
than he did upon earth) may prove utterly unavailing 
.. and ineffetive, unleſs finners put forth the wonder- 
working power which they poſſeſs in faith and repent- 
ance? 'He ſays much*about Chrit's taifhing” redemp- 
tion,/and paying the full price to the dev, and 16, af. 
ter all, men are the ſlaves of lin and ſatan, till they ex- 
ert their own firength ; or to uſe the idiom of a kindred 
philoſophy, till they energize, and then their emancipa- 
ian takes place—God pardons them. on the account*of 
NN Selitfonce ; juſtifies them becauſe they are aQually 
righteous, and takes them to glory, becauſe they have 
done well. Where is the redemption, when there is 
no releaſe till it 1s ſelf-procured ? Where is the grace 
_ in; juſtifying one who is already juſt? Or where is the 
| MbFcy in ſaving s ſinner, when he claims heaven on the 
' Tight of abſolute merit or perſonal holineſs ? There is 
no grace, no mercy, no redemption ir Þ 
— His blood never reconciled God, or procured for- 
giveneſs—No interceſſion of his, prevails for ſnerwin 
the court f heaven=No power of his awaKeus, con-"” 
verts, or tanQifes them—And the price which he 
paid to the devil, was, it ſeems a guid i*curabilc— 


vw Fo”.  — _<_<n_ __ —_—_——_——— 7 I (> fo. I OTE TOTO 
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fomeing that ai t be re 1 ' 4; as fat proves, that 
he dot: mo. gry: "2 cap —- payment. | How 
then ©» *thyp obt, + .cCemp. a7? >, 2y burit the chain 
of bondage, and *- They energzze and their fet- 
ters, "op of, Brea 4 redemption at the expence 
of *-.he Saviour's bloo., Dower and interceſſion !— 
— + dofrine deſerves commiſeration, rather than a 
ſerious anſwer. Mr. Stone rocs on to abſerve, that 
* he redeems us from the curi- of the law.” © Chriit 
has redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being mad? 
a curſe for us; for it is written, curſed is every one 
that hanzeth on a.tree. Gal. ni. 13. (See aniwer to 
obj. 9,5 23.) Hers fa once the. author was likely to 
ha with. truth, but the angel 
f 

a 


ve © into conta | 
ighted him, and off he fics into one of the "wildelt 
ſallies men ever made, In page 35, he tells us what 
the curt; was, from which Jeſus redeemed; finners. 
"He [che apoltle] has fufficiently explained his mean- 
ing in the pallage which is objected, {that is Gal 1. 
13.) {LISCUPE theſe words from the writings of Mo- 
les, "* For it.is written, curſed 1» every one that hang- 
e*” upon a tree,” For the confirmation of truth, and 
to ſeal this teſtimony, Jeſus ſubmitted to be hanged np- 
-, or. crucemed, as though he were a real malefac- 
Es che curie ar the law then, the apoſtle meant 
ion, and he had fully explained his meaning by 
M_g Moſes, » 9 makes the curſe to be hanging on 
2 tree or £7110 on. But Jeſus Chriſt came to redeem 
us from th; ._-'« of the law, which is fully explained 
to be crucifixion ; therefore he came to redeem finners 
from BxING GRUCITIED— Mankind will ſurely be very 
SOT, this immenſe redemption ; that is ſach of 
max 5 do not-bephen to die upon CroEs. The av- 
ws Ho defines the curſe to be © miſery arifing out of 
>. but the apoſt!: had fully explained his meaning of 
«mmourfe, by call''g it crucifixion ; and the "Binks ue 
--——— have ſtwCcx to his text, without attempting to 
gontragi' Paul. It is bardly decent to ſet Paul at 
commenting, and ater hearing & fall explanation of the 
ſubje& from hip, to turn about and give it a new gloss. 


-. 
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. But admit-the.curſe to mean miſery.ariling cut of fin ; 
and part ofthat miſery at leaſt is pain, ſorrow and dezth. 
Has Jeſus redeemed us from theſe? No; forall men 
faffer them, and of courſe there is no more redenp- 
tion in this inſtance, than in the former ones, of being 
redeemed'from fin and the devil. © By. faith in the 
teſtimony, the ſinner 13 redeemed from the curſe of the 
law, or from the miſery ariſing out of fin.” Ah! hers” 
2gainis that wonder-working faith, which according*- 
the doftrine we hear, does more for the ſinner than 
ever Jeſus did—But does faith aRtually free the finner 
from the miſery ariſing out of fin? Not fo; for the ſub- 
J3efs of It [till feel pain and die. So that on the author's 
ovn principles there is no redemption, pr at belt but a 
Partial, defetiye one. 


* _ Mr. 5. fays, none but the wicked ever thought that 
. Jefus Chriſt was curfed by the-law or, God, and thinks 
the Apoſtle's meaning quite clear, from, the quotation 
made from Moſes. If the reader will turn to Deot. 
"XXi. 23, he will ſee a direct refutation of what the 
"author advances: ** for he that is hanged upon a tree, 


*18 accurſed of God.” 


-+ITrisa horrible thing with the apthor to ſuppoſe that 
G&d ſhyold curſe any one, It js folly however, to talk 

"of a curſe on any other prineiple ; as there is no real 
| {c if he does not permit ? 

*Eet Balaam anſwer, * How ſhall I curſe whom God 
hath not curſed ?”*- One of the titles. of Chriſt as 
 God-man in the Hebrew. Scriptures, is Allue, which 
 Bgnifies one that is accureed, or ſubjeQ to, 2 curſe. 
| This title is given to him as God and Redeemer, m 
[ Deut, xxxii. 15. Job -xix.. 25-27. and it appears 
© . from this very circumſtance, that he was viewed and 
| worſhipped by the ancient believers, under the idea of, 


| ; 


i} curſe but God's. Who can cur 


l 
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l 


| a. 
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* Mumb, xxiii, 8, 
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pear the ſets] time wizbout in, unto falvation.' 
M2757; -ppear ther ſecond time without rin—that 1s, | 
without being offcred to bear fins ag at tvs firſt-coming, | 


- A 'F 


his b& ——ino whe ie nar implied, a curſe for the 
ore e——_— "© hath redeemed us || | 
ng — 6 wade a curie for us: | | 
— > "ry. one - that hangeth i j 
wins irce DOE THe wn, he raid to be made l j 


En i55 44. and tae yr '— theworld with fin. . * 
” F644 ad rage mm. ww. Yfor us, who knew no .: 
tin. Se Chrilt was o >,» Tered to bear the-fins of | 
Many ; ang, uno ten wat look for him, (vill he ap- | | 


+ 


without making his ſoul an offering for finners---with- 
6. 2 4s any more a curſe or fin-offering. Theſe 
plato===i. #hich could not be. warped about to mean 
crucſyxigh, or any thing elſe.rather, than the; curſe of 
God, tr. S. choſe to keep ourvf view... As to 1.,Cor. 
Xii. "4. * No man ſpeaking by the ſpirit of God, call» 


eth Jclus accurſed,” it has no reference to the preſent 


ſubjeQ, «nd only means that no. ane, be he Jew of Gen- 
tile, ho thinks or ſpeaks wndec the light ar influence of. 


Es ſpirit of God, can rejet our Divine Lord and. Sa-. 


yur, and *aik of him as tho* he were an impoſtor a- . 
bai.coned of God; or can deſignedly, detraQ& in ;any | 
rel) from his glory ; it being incoaliſtent' with the _ 
delign of the _ Holy Ghoſt to iufuſe any ſuch 'blaſphe- -. 
mous ſentiments. | 


Mr. Stone alſo obſerves upon this ſubjeft ; We: ./ 
have already ſeen that the law is love--- What curſe _ 
can then be in love? Not any.” (p. 35.) His idea of 
the law is analagous to his notion of God's having no . 
wrath againſt fin, and both are equally falſe.; 'The Pfat- 

miſt fays, * from his right hand went the fiery law ;? +. | 
and the Apoſtle calls the, law the * miniſtration of. 4 | 


— 


* Sec Parkhurſt on the wort, '$4.9Cor. #» 3}.:Elebs ix. 38+: ;, 


— 
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death,” and that which © worketh wrath.”* - To ſee 
that both God and the law curſe the finner, let the rea- 
der open his Bible, and read the followin g paſſages : 
Prov. iii. '33. Mal. ii. 2---4. 6. Gen. xii. 3. Jud. 
v. 23. Numb. xx1. 6, Fer. xlviii. 10. Mat. xxv. 41. 
Gal; Hi. 10. Devut. xxix. 20, 21---Vhen he has read 
all theſe, let him take his ſtation near Mount Ebal, and 
hear the many curſes which the law utters againſt the 
tranſgreffor. (See DNeut. 27 and 28 chapters.) This 


done, let him aſk himſelf whether the daring writer of 


theſe Letters does not direQly give the lie to the live- 
ly oracles of God? 


« God did not redeem us from himſelf.” p. 24. To 
{#his I ſubſcribe cordially, God does not redeem us 
"from bimself, bus only from that operation of his pow- 

er. and anger, called 1n Scripture judgment, or his 
*3trange work F To releaſe the tranſgreſſor from the 
puniſhment due to his crimes, which none but God can 
&o, * is fot. redeeming from himſelf, but . to himſelf. 
Should the chief Magiſtrate of Kentucky be induced, 
-from certain conſiderations, in conſequence of the me- 
Giation of - certain worthy, citizens, vo ſuſpend the ope- 
'Fation of law upon a priſener in the penitentiary, and 
"releaſe him from tonfhgmeitt; would afiy nefon in 
that caſe be weak enongh to fay, the Governor had re- 
deemed him from himſelf, when it is plain' the priſoner 


had been redeemed to the executive, to ſociety, and e- 
-ven'to law: 


©  U Some affirm, that Chriſt redeemed us from the 
: hands of juſtice. This is the ſame as to be redeemed 
- out of the hands of a juſt God.” (ibid, ) 


* Pſalm Fxviii. 17. 2. Cor. iii. 7. Rom, w. 35. . 
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If. any are unguarded enqugh to utter, themſelves'/in 
a ſtyle ſo impious, they deſerve ſomething -more than 
contempt. Chriſt did not redeem finners from juſtice 
itſelf, but from a certain effect of juſtice, which is the 
puniſhment of fin. They are redeemed from juſtice, as 
it inflits vengeance ; but 7o juſtice, as it, * kiſſes peace.” 
Through the propitiation of Jeſus, the juſtice-or right- 
eouſneſs of God, is illuſtrioully difplayed.. He now ap-, 
pears as jet 0/06 ſin, as he would have been'in 
uniſhing the ſinner, had no propitiation been made. 
So that while we are ſaved from a juſt God that puniſh- 
es finners, we are ſaved to a juſt God, who;forgives in-- 
equity, and justifies tbe ungodly. ; and while we are 
ſaved-from a certain operation. or effect of juſtice,.the 
puniſhment of fin, we are ſaved. to juſtice in its moſt, 
glorious exerciſe, the pardon of fin throurh the blood, 
of Jeſus. p | 


«Tt may now be aſked; if- Chriſt, or God in Chriſ, 
redeems from the devil and fan,.and if he gave , has 
blood as the ranſom or price, who got the price?” 


After thus formally propoſing the queſtion, Mr. S. 
ſeems to falter'a little, mn anſweriny it direQly, and at- 
tempts to. make - the Apoſtle anſwer it in Heb. ii. 14. 
though the Apoltle's words give no ſuch idea as he ſug-: 
ye $s | 


- 

Having thus fortified himſelf by a miſapplied quota- 
tion, he ventures to add, ** Here we ſee the devil had 
the power of death, and got the PRICE, which was the 
' DEATH oF CHRIST.” (Þ. 14.) Oh! Mr. S, cat theſe 
dreadful words!---Dreadful words to | drop-from the 
pen of a man, who appears before the world in the ve-. 
nerable charatter of an Apoſtle of truth!.-- Yes, recall * 


them, and pray God to forgive you for writing them. | 


| Rom, iii, 25, $6. | 
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© What? was the blood, the © precious blood” of Cheift 
& given to a foul abominable fiend? Was God ſo deeply 
. 1ndetted tothe Prince of hell, that the richeſt bload in 
'.— the univerſe muſt fow out in” payment? ' Was the Su- 
 . preme Being fo weak, ſo devoid of reſource, ſo thwart- 
-- edandbaffied in his meaſures, as to'be' vbliged to cor 
; Atop with a-poor, damned | pres who pl reterved in 
 cbaiis-of dartners 10 the' judtrment of the preat day, 
nnd, Gen cory Tice for the aft 4 + binary , 
"Was the Almighty Father” ſo mercileſs, ſo loſt to ten- 
 eecrnefs, as to'geliver up bis own, 57s gnly Son, to glut 
| ' the malice of a'blood-thirſty demon ? Was the innocent 
 Lamb'ef God'made a viQtiim, and immolated upon the 
 ; altar of hell; to appeaſz the wrath'of 'the devil? O ſa- 
||} ere& God! how low is thy pewer reduced, how is'thy 
= --charafter- ftigmatized, how is" thy glory tarniſhed by 
ſuch a'doQrrine? What a 7ibel on TRuTWand the cxoss ! 
| Its worſtenemiev eguld wiſh , no, more to render it can- 
temptible, No featare of infamy could'be impoſed vp- 
| on chriſtianity that” would} make it more diſguſting 

, more ſhocking, more repulfive; thatr the 'tiideous one 
1 we now contemplate, | En! 


| Nor'is'this all, if we-a#mit the ofions iden'of Chrift's 
| blood being given to'the devil, ic follows inevitably 
| that the- patriarchal and- Moſtie  mtitutions which 
|| fiudowed out the ſacrifice of | Jeſus; were poſitive'eſta- 

' bliſhments for ſecrificing to devils. ' 1f God offered.vp 
His ſon's'blood *as an oblation”to ſatan, it cannot "be 
|; doubted'thit the pre-figuring blood of aninals fin in 
 facrifice; muſt have been devoted in the fame way. 
| Thus alt the victims which bled or '{(moked vpon the 
' 3ncient altars;werefo many ſacrifices "to devils. Nor 
| are thoſe id6Þafers 'to be blanitd,” who, impelled by 4 
|| barbarovs foperftittion, have offered* vp their chileren 
I to' Molaech, Fhor, or .Woden, as the praQtice of ſacri- 
| | ficing kuman viamis has received the ſanion of di- 
1} vinc example, This finities" the climax of degradation. 


' The law and the teſtimony. want nathing more to hold 
i them up to univerſal tonteinpt ard deteſt ation. 


| 


by 


[6 1 


Let trot the world, however, think Mr. S. an origi” | 


nal it this 'idea—Mr, Morgan hid publiſhed it before 


: 
l 


him to 'expoſe chriſtianity. * If the" deliverance of [| 


mankind'from the power and dominion of ſatan, had. 
beet "by" a proper purchaſe 'or price of redemption ' 
Pail for them, it Teems moſt reaſonible, that * the price. 


' of redemption ſhould be paid 'to the conqueror, who» 
hal them in poſſeſſion, whoſe priſoners they were, and 
"who Coins "Pleaded a right in them by < 

{L;.”* of +-© F FS 1; - 
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noth! 

of one perſon's dying in'the room of another, tg fave 
his life; © For 466 By Tor vuper} a righteous may 
will one die - yer peradventure for ſuper} a good. man 
ſome would even dare to die. But God commentdeth 
. © his tove towards us, in that while we were yet finners, 
_ Chriſt Cied for ' fuper} us.” Rom. v. a 
plain” texts before us, we may defy 7. 


g elſe; becauſe there is a politive"inſtance givey 


S. : nay, 2n 


[PS 2 ; 
nqueſlt, , 


With" theſe. 


' 


heſt of critics, apd calmly” .cquieſce in the'dodtrine, of . 


rubriituttion: m_ 


"2, 


As to what Mr. Stone obſerves, page 31, that. the 


arcient believers had 'no reſpeR& tothe blood oF Chriſt, - 
in offering therr facrifices, 'I think Vutlittle'neceffary 


In reply —Whit Has bech' already laif'befors the Tea- 


der, fulctently refutes not =_ thit idea, but IF *that © 


he hts” advanced” relative to facrifices undert 


-+* = 


C1 


Taw, 
being efigned to/awaken pemtence in the mindy © the 


| 


| 


mun—gte_ > 22,2 


© —__— 
po . 29 + RY . 
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' * perſons who'made them. Iwill'only add a few paſſages 

from ſcripture to ſhew that his- notion is wholly va- 
founded. Job, who, as we have already ſeen, worſhipped 
the Redeemer'as one that would/be made a curſe for 
ſinners ;- ſays, **' 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
* that he Wall land at the latter day upon the earth,” &c. 
*, Job. xix, 25, 26, 27. Compare chap. xxzxiii. 23, 24- 
* Chriſt informs us, that Abraham, whoſe faith- is con- 
- © traſted with that of the blinded Jews, whom he then 
" addreſſed, rejoiced'to ſee his day. * Your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to-ſeg my: day,. and- he ſaw it and was 


* pee” John 'vitu 56. And the apoſtle declares that 


S = 


{loſes obſerved-the paſſover in faith of Chriſt, © EC. 
' teeming the reproxch of Chriſt greater cithes than the 
treaſures of Egypt.” Thrudgh faiths the paſſo- 

. ver, andthe ſprinkling. of blood, leſt he that deſtroyed 
the fiſt born ſhould touch them; Heb. xi. 26---28. Sec 
alſo verſe tg. 1 Cor. x. t-—4- And how isit that we 
ti are exhorted to imitate the ancient ſaints in faith and 
” Patience if ro Firm LONTR of u-Saviour? * That 

wa ye err ful; bu of them, who through 

© faith: and patience inherit the promiſes.” Heb. vi. 12. 
_., Mr. Stone grants that * that the #-now no other 
"name under heaven by which we caty we Javed, but *he 


name: of Jeſus ;'” but it we are to follor” he »r 
1. ſaints, whoknew nothing of Chriſt or Fy + + d, y 
& \ipe Py (ap we” are. admeniſhed by tl ori, ae) 
* then we at any rate mitse be damned, whatever has be- 
.._ come of them, + 


Mr. Stone thinks that Iſaiah lifi. 6, 7,447, 2%; is ex- 
*. phined'by Matt: vil. 16, 17, where Chriſt is ſaid © to 
 * Ake'our infifmities;#hd bear our fickneſs.” To bear 
- fickneſs he contends was to heal it; and:to bear fin is to 
..,; healit,.or bear it away- From, what he ſays, one would 
© :be tedto imafiie he'Heant to/ keep, wp the analogy be- 
© tween Healing "Uiſeaſes, and healing-or bearing away 
_ ſins; and that bs 2 divitie power was neceſſary in the 
" "0 | up '£ anſt- n theccure of fin; but no 


Ea , I , 


——— 


Lori 


dropped, and the reaſener g 
itinciple, i. Ce. the mind ia 
iver 


i 


in Chriſt, and is de- 


from fin, If the caſes are really analogous, 


is concluſion on 2 new” | 


; 


let the analogy be preſerved ; let 2s mneb be igferred | 


in ene calc as in the other ; and, a8 omnipotent power” 


Was requiſite for caſting out devils,/ and, curing fict- 


neſs, let it be argued-that it is c yally ſo, for bearing 
NAD fin, and healing the Gianer. Ys 
will be fair and jniprefſive, and the 
ter than what the wy geverall 


cb. be not preciſe and de 


trine 
gives. f the an- 
nite, if it cannot be preſerv- 


69, 24 it appears from the cloſe of the argumeng, then: 


it was unfair to introduce it at all, But indeed it is 
unnece(Ta 


as it clearly. 


It was in con 


refures jalelf,- 5 


ence of the imputation of _guilt,. 


and upon the Mk of expiatien,, that Chriſt felx* 


pain and ſorrow in his own Wm or. relieved thoſe 
who were poſſeſſed {4 hk s, or affcQed with vari. 
ous diſeaſes of body an Such igterference of 
page Ac 


Aom- 0 
hean 10 


S / application of that 
to ite Saviour by the evange 


potage 


Matthew : 


kad deen oo _—_—_— of guilt, Jeſus could : never have. 
accordin ſtice, ſelv pain, or 5 mpathiſed with the. 
wretche aff we ſufferin 

ſuch ron as the expiation of ft, there. never_could- 


have harpened any deliverance from- the puniſhmenr' 
d-- to fin, or any from pain, 


But leff this ſenſe. of bcar;n might n6t apply; 
\ gtderyiownars given, ofthe (Shy ſt; od 


bea ng one «4 5 burdens or as rmities, as Eze- 
#75 1 tr + 1 ri | be iniquities of ra I; or. it may 


Then the argument 
uch bet- 


to take any poing in expakogthe roaloning,” 


ſerved. the porpgſee 6 of his king-- 
{ groady We know that eve -muſt. have: 

4d on account of fin, as. [Bt never inflits: 
rope cauſe... From this view "0 may account 
of Iſaiah liii. iv. * 


« Himſelf 
took our —_—_— and bare our ficknefſes.” IF there: 


4; and, if there had been no- 


f TC, 22 


children of Iſrael; when 
' or it:may mean the 
' _ may mean any thing 

| Coffering for finners he 0 
goile, "And I would W© oe | 
1nhocent being can-fy#. ev > 2 } Nrarf 1 
Mahi oa rob 1; - T 
think that 1nck'a &1v4 bearing * , 
pounds that variety or: by whir! T 


_  viout"s pafflon is fo. S! oo rophet? | 
it ſaid of ariy man or propu.lt, Fo "o « 720 Ls 


79 brutie bim, and pur'bim 10 7 ef —thixe bi; * W 
madt an offering far ftin—and {It br Jemre” © 2c tu. | 
" ute death 7 Or where is it ſaid *f ary the 1 


or” xpoſtte, as iris in the New” Tel aich 3, DL, 

that be appeared to put awry tin by rhe ra%r; "268 v7 tbe. 
self—that . he was, offered to bear_the fins 'of wany—= 

that after he Had voffered one facrifice "far ns, be (fat a 
dawn forever on the right hand pf Gol—rh4t his blood 
cleanſeth fram all fin, and purges the confeionce from 
dealt worts=or that his blood s\iikes, frnAihes, _ 


1H - ati redeernt” ſintrers t6'G6d ? No fir, M your rhetoric 


pe for nothing, and tan be conſidered ohly as a de- 
Cent Aide-off from the "real point in Yebate. © To de- 
"Termine the” Hieaning of Searing iu, itrmay be proper 

" to obſerve 1bai the Hebrew word; uſed by Tſaiah, bi 

-- 4, 1%) to deſcribe Meffiah's bearin g iniquity, is often F 
 matle uſe'of to exprefs w*rranflation & ile from one 

| perſon ro another, {0 as that the laſt became: obnoxious 

to the anffhinehir due tofin in the firft, Thus it is | 
employ - to exprels a'tranſlation of the peopler” guile ' 

. to the Levitical prieſts and facrifices, which wa args. 

types of Chriſt's prieſt? ood, and facrifice yhroug 

" which "fin wit pardoned,” Sl pint oo 
The learned Part hy/vbnlls the word thus.; *To 
bear ſin as .an offender, to" be reckaned as 3 ſin- 


ner, and puniſhed atcording ard he gots. on to ob- 
ſerve thatin Lev. v. 1, bor # ek eo 


> Jn in a vicarious Lan, or Im. £16 room of eo 


5 ON | RI... oy 


ils " _ Ti, 


Fa Chriſt res: is hore them;® 


=; 


| 
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Compare Exod. zxviii. 38; 
"0 wn racer tn in Ifaiah It. No idea 
gy imputation or 
wy another; and 
The whole ri- 
oy The who and 


= as twnical chrif- 


Ii #5 ++ minds al 6 + Syphon wſpiration 


2" When Jas CE SL 
art ' mother "2 vt - O08 mQ 

k 
xa eu bets "ut Taanh 
the 5", 4 1 e-, , Wing cediating be- 
wi * z vid ew to avert the indig- | 


(GG 62h; LY Ther huſband, takes the crime 


© p08 AS72441, 57 oven calls it, her own treſpaſs. * Ups. \ 


on =_ my jord, upon.me let this iniquity be—I pray 


denn Fagi of ow ekoab, utes the ſame language of imputa+ 
tion to:David; . © My Lord, O Kin thel iniquity be on 
me, and on my father's houſe : ww, the King atd his 
throne , iltleſs,” ** And whe Pilate ſaid *I am 

the blood of this juſt perſon ;- the Jews re» 
ple h fie blood be up>n us, and upen our children.” 


fs vis blog hos the idea of imputation was 


bearing fir, and enduring the puniſhment, were preciſe- 
Cs I ſhalldiſmiſs the queſtion by a few quo- , 
cio » hick; iſh very expreſsly our opinion of 


what is.-wpean aring fin. The holy garment ſhall 
do upon, Aaron and his ſous, when they come near 
+4 0 


" 


_- > 


= rkborſt upon rp Pool's Synopsis on Iſaiah 
n 


+ 14, and xvii 21 


P+ 


I. 12, 13. i Gen, xliv, 33. l I Sam, XAXY+. 


+ ©ew/ 
2.3 Shine 3 ok car 


M, 20, 


+ rome 


> 


the trefpaſs of thine hand-maid.”|| The - 


Sor range or uncommon in thoſe times; and that' 


$. and Edwards' Miſcel. Obſerv. 


_ ef.expreflion .in theſe pa 
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unto the altar to miniſter in the holy plac, that ut © 
bear not iniquity and die. They hall th:"efore hs 

mine ordinance, leſt y Gear 51m for (1, # eng Sir then) 
if they profane it. Nentther-mv" cir _ 
henceforth. come nigh the ta?” able -- 
tion, leſt =o bear'sin and pouch 


=o - 


<t | 

Mr. $, wil not allow thar the cup= 7 Mz | 
drank, mentioned-Matt. xxvi. 39. John xvilk = ond. \ 3 - 
mean the wrath of God, becauſe he ſaid to his Hifeem}es E 
« Ye ſhall dritk indeed of my cu}; 3% and be h*>hoe hn 23 
hs bapriſun that I am baptiſed with.” Matt. AXES) 23s 


"That exact conformity between the fuferipge o Je- 
ſus and theſe diſciptes was not intended, appexrs from 


faQ;; becauſe neither of them died upon a < I'e 
2uthor, thould alſo have catunts the wy Lat 

Cm ** The cup Wh.Gctr my nm 
Father gave me, ſhall I not drink it—Yt Oath drink” cr 
"deed of my y-cup.” Jeſus drunk-the whole c rey on” 
!y drink of 72, or partake of it partially—A fault arau 
and a ſip are certainly yery diſtinguiſhable 
would-obſerve further, that if the wrath of Ge? 7 RY 
no part of that -cup which Jefus drunk, ' we 73% un 
wholly at a loſs to-account for the events'of tnx PE 
Why that-agony and depreſſion, that anguift zn 
of: blood : which marked his retreat in the Jen 
Why-that ery of delertion 'upon tho erol)s *M 
God, my{God; why haſt thon forſaken" me,” 77 oe en 
dured no wrath: for fnners ? * Or why thoſe darzones 
heavens and convulſions of nature, if noindignation of 
God lighted up the ſufferer ? When all nature wore” 
the uſpeR of vengeance, did the Godggf nature imile ? 
Jeſus has deſcribed it himfelfin one Word ; © If theſe 


. — © 


-- _—_ 


= 


© Exod. Exviii. 43. Lev. xx. 9, Numb, xvii, Iv. 
ſce alſo Ley. vii. 18. where the fame tag 18 ———__ and 
aifo the obnoxious doQtrine of | IMPULateDs g »* 


[ -98*1] 


SANE 1" thgigtcen. 
"I; 4n&Gtare thus Tuffd@hwhere guilt 18 only 


bes heahg toom of iniquity ? 


365 . 


md 


"Saogh . Th as; It 3s Te 
th Tt af--a+.thouſand' martyrag whe have ſuffered in 
wh 4 B+ +eÞhelr fates frone with;jov while they trod 

b Ang? 2 £:'90.4,(bu: we ſeedcheiSon of God ſorrowful, 


EDTA ore ans and uttering cries in deaths 


yg. 2 btfreb, ;, THR ++ Stephen in the moment 
tMetprift he. andute! (amr ot crucifixion, and 
the ow Ss ere ns -nly !'* Was he more feeble 
oo” HH ria" 7 OO 
arty Pbirrey ae DT EN Favor 3 men we conſider 
2 int ov—=nn>ilg 8. 54, pouring out the 


many, it 5 _—_— ſums: ey war admirztion 0's 
omanynde fy ern mag nanimity is leſt in. af- 


"= 
DB OIL or ———o>e Me. Stone's plan, he has 
hs ee m— hrs who ine drunk the 
© 1 bat - 4c Mr. o. degrades the death of Je-: 
4.2.98 "ow the level of martyri um, even an 
FE — Pa | ——— lif- :23 death of Socrates 
- —<<— death of Jeſus are 
- 
: 
| __ | AEoe Tong. Wit- 


(envy, the cold for: 


oo — 


* Mr. S. accounts for the ſorrows of Jeſus, by faying, 
'* the dogs of hell were lI-t looſe againſt him." This expreſ[- 
YON 18 as low as it is ſhocki: ag. dt does really ſeem as if he 
mcant to ridicule the death of Chrit, by unkennelling hell to 
worry and torment him. We believe indeed that Jeſus was 
tempted in that hour of darkneſs, but we believe too that he 
"epelled the affaults of ſatan, as le had done before 1n the 
Wilderneſs, « The prince of -this world cometh and hath 
nothing in me." *' John xiv. 309, : 


t J. ]- Rouſſeau Letter to the Archbiſhop of Paris, 


tran, what ſhall be done un 


roeturdl Wffering be ſuppoled.in 
d., and happy than 


” 


your head ſhall be eternally green. 
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mality and deadneſs, which exiſt to the diſgrace of the 
chriſtian name.” (P. 36.) 


Yes we will witneſs with pain, Mr. Stone, that you 
and your aſſociates in revolt, have done all that you 
could do, to increaſe parties and excite the evils of di. 
viſtion., 'T he work is ill your own. You have the hon- 
or of it ! if 1t is one, -of reiterating the old affair of 
ichiſm, and of introducing a_ moſt affliting ſcene of 
diſcord, bitterneſs and envy. How many congregations, 
who were united in. the ſweeteſt bonds of Chriſtian 
tellowſhip, have had their peace violated, their harmo- 
ny interrupted, their fervor chilled, and the many evils 
of religious fation excited amongſt them? How many 


- families, once peaceful andhappy in their profeſſion of 


religion, have been ſet at variance, and have had the 


Toft cords of chriſtian.integcourſe, brokeh off, perhaps 'for 


ever? Loſt to every ſentiment of tenderneſs and char- 
ity, you have 2imed at unhinging the mind, and difloly- 
ing the bands of ſociety 3--and- have appeared more ſo- 
Heitous to diſſeminate your doctrines, than to preach 
the goſpel ; to bring over to your opinions, thoſe. whom 
you confeſſed to be chriſtians, than to convert finners.. 


Your zeal has expended itſelf, not in making men chriſ- 


tians, but,in giving their opinions a certain ſhape and 
figure. Not contented with attempting the ruin of the 
church from which you had revolted, you carry on hol- 
tilities every where, and aim at the overthrow of order 
and peace in every other fociety of chriſtians —Nay 
you have ſubſerved the caufe of infidelity, not only by 


preaching its doctrines, but by doing what z# could nev- 


er. have cone, you have divided and diſtrafted the 


churches. If theſe things merit the laurel! with 1t 


- 


The moſt extraordinary thing in this publication oc- 


 eurs in the conelufion': © The woman trayailing to 


bring forth the man-child rruch.” 


Truth then 1s not | the offspring of heaven, but of 
4 PF, EO NE 


6% Br" , 
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the woman— The fair ſtranger has never yet viſited our 
forlorn earth ; but now he comes, and the nations will 
exult at his approach! The woman is now in the ſtate 
of parturition, and ſoon we may hail the wondrous boy. 


From this it would ſeem that he has not yet appear- 
ed, and if ſo, Mr. S's book cannot be what jt proteſſes, 
zn anſwer to the queſtion, * What is Truth !”” But 
it is not meant {e---the idea is advancing, and eyen 
now is partially diſcloſed to obſervation. - And what 
may be bon ? The Apology of the Springfield Pregbyte- 
ry, Their Last Will and Testament, and Two Letters, 
entitled Atonement, What the-man-child's features, 
ſtrength, and proportions will be, we may venture te 
prognoſticate without danger of miſtake, for' z 
Hercules, may always be known þy his foot. Mgn+ 
ſtrun' horfendaia' it forme ingenes cui lumen ad- 
emptum. 


,«« O monſter, horrid-to the ſight, + 
«© Hideous, deformed and void of light.” 
| WaTTs, 


What ſtrange contradiRtion is here! All along we : 
have heard much about the plainneſs of truth, the + 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, and the eaſe of underſtanding 


and believing it ; and now behold the church muſt tra- 
vall, ſtrong throes muſt ſeize her, ere the world can be 
bleſt with the viſion of the man-child truth. 


Thus I have given as conciſe a reply as I well could, 
to that extraordinary publication, entitled ** Atone- 
ment,” which conceals under that ſpecious name a total 
renunciation of the doctrine, as taught in the ſcrip- 
tures. What Arians, Photinians, Socinians, and Deiſts 
have done in every age to deſtroy this grand diſtinguiſh- 
ing- dotrine of our holy faith, has been attempted in 
the book before me, and that too, under a_maſked ven- 
eration for the blood of the croſs. Ah! my dearfir, 
what have you,done ? You-have: meditmted the ruin of 


L.fc _ 4 nd 
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| our only prop for eternity, our deareſt pledge of peace 
with Gold, the ſacrifice of Jeſus. You have attempred 
wreſting from us, the ſheet-anchar of our hope, and 
would 'Jeave us at the. mercy of the winds and the 
waves. Oh © Beware with what intent you touch that 
holy thing,” the blood of the covenant. Even toeſteem 
' 3t lightly'its damning. Beware leſt you tread under 
'| Foot the Son of God, and deny the Lord that bought 
you. I conjure you in the words of Tertullian to 
Marcion, who like yourſelf affailed the doctrine of the 
croſs : © Spare the only hope of the whole world, O 
thou, who deſtroyeſt .the moſt neceſſary ry of our 
faith.” —Shall I offend by this plainneſs? I mean 1t 
not. It is nat your reproach, 'but yaur:.converlien at 
which I aim ; even how I would preſs you to a heart 
that. bleeds for you ; and were it,poſlible,, would: blot- 

out forever with my tears the ſhame, of your apoſtacy; ' 
but 1 will be filent and let Heaven aud Earth ſpeak. 


£ 


: To you, the church,prcitrate in duſt, bathed in tears, 
1 andbleeding with many a wound, lifts. up the _—_— 
3: voice, © Kiſs the Son, leſt he be. angry,and you-perl 

'' from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.” 


4 


| To you, ten thouſand martyrs cry from crofles, racks, 
© | Rakes, and ſcaffolds, and ſay, *will yon fruſtrate our tel- 
| timony of blood.” To you, Calvary, ſtained with ſacred 
| | blood, watered. with . tears, and echoing back the 
7, groans of thedying Jeſus, calls in a voice of tendernels, 
| ** rob not the holy croſs of its glory.” All nature 
trembling, convulled and lowering with vengeance, 
murmurs in , the language of terror, © Do not crucity 
' the Son'of God afreſh, nor put him to open ſhame.” A 
venerable groupe in glory, the patriarchs, the prophets, 
{ and the ſaints of ancient days, look down and -ſay, © re- 
| .ceive the teſtimony we boxe.” The apoſtles, bending 
|: From their thrones, point indignant to the croſs, and 
' aſk, © Will you deny the Lord that bought you?” A 
valt multitude whichno man cen number, ſtretching 
along the h&venly hills, clothed -in white, and bearing 


.'4n their hands the palm of victory, reproachyou as they 
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ſing © unto him that loved us, and waſhed us in his own 
blood.” An innumerable - company of angels reprove 
you, as they point and ſay, ** Theſe are. they which 
came out of preat tribulation, and have waſhed: their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
But 1o! above this cloud of witneſſes, riſes one moſt. 
- glorious, ſhining as the ſunt in his ſtrength ; his hairs, 
white like ſnow and as wool, his eyes as a flame of fre, 
his feet as fine braſs burning in a furnace, and out ot. , 
/ his mouth goes « two-edged ſword ! Hark! a voice as - 
' the ſound of many waters warns you in the road of op- 
poſition, © Why perſecuteſt thou me, I am the firſt and 
the laſt ; remember therefore, from whence thou art 

fallen, and repent, and do thy firſt works---repent, or . 
elſe I wilt come quickly and fight againſt you with. the 
ſword of my mouth.” Further I cannot go, feeling as I _. 
do---Ah, my apoſtate brother, {till dear to a heart that 
bleeds for you; ' hear Ws awful-voice ; fall at his feet, 
and implore forgiveneſs through his much injured blood, 
** See that ye refuſe riot him that ſpeaketh : for if they 
eſcaped not who refuſed him-that ſpake on earth; much 
more {hall not we eſcape, if we turn away from him' 


that ſpeaketh from heaven.” 


Teloſe this teſtimony for truth, with a figh for the 


*. exiſtence of thoſe hereſftes which have occalioned it; 


with tears for the melancholy condition of many dear 
friends who have ſo ſadly fallen by them; and with 2 
warm and affeQtionate aſpiration to Almighty God for 
| their converſion to the truth. 


EVEN SO, COME LORD JESUS, AMEN. 


. 


* THE END: 


